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In Sri L a n k a , l ands l ides o c c u r in the h igh land a r e a s under la in by P r e c a m b r i a n m e t a m o r p h i c 

rocks dur ing p e r i o d s of in tense precipitat ion. M o s t of the earl ier s tud ies o n landsl ides were 

c o n d u c t e d o n u n s t a b l e locat ions in N u w a r a E l iya , B a d u l l a a n d K a n d y districts. Ou t of t h e s e , 

the d a n g e r o u s l a n d s l i d e s o c c u r r e d o n the s c a r p s l o p e of r idges under la in most ly by garnet 

biotite g n e i s s . T h e y w e r e d e s c r i b e d a s s l u m p s a n d earth f lows. Ear th f lows e x t e n d e d to 

s e v e r a l k i lometers (1 k m to 5km) in length usual ly a long dry s t r e a m s that get act ivated 

dur ing h e a v y rainfall . O n r o a d cutt ings, the uns tab le loca t ions w e r e d u e to most ly s l ides 

occurr ing o n d ip s l o p e s . M o r e recently, l ands l ides a re repor ted to o c c u r in the S o u t h e r n 

p rov ince particularly a l o n g the t race of the S o u t h e r n E x p r e s s w a y . T h e s e lands l ides o c c u r o n 

uns tab le locat ions o n cut s l o p e s of the e x p r e s s w a y . T h e s e man i fes t the b o u d i n a g e structure 

a n d the lands l ides s h o w a s eharnock i tes a s b o u d i n s w r a p p e d by thinly foliated g n e i s s e s . In 

this work, the a n a t o m y of the landsl ide that o c c u r r e d recent ly at B o h a h a g o d a is d i s c u s s e d in 

detai l with e m p h a s i s o n B o u d i n a g e structure. 
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