
Recommendations have been given for the A and B separately. Furthermore, to serve the 
expected purpose of introducing them, they should come with a different management 
package. The weighing system and the mode of transportation of leaves to the weighing 
shed need to be changed. It is strongly recommended to make the pluckers aware of the 
damage done in the hand and by pressing the leaves in to the baskets. By educating them on 
the adverse effects of carrying weight on heads, the shoulder strapping system could be 
encouraged.  
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Developing competencies through Environment Related Activities (ERA)  
 
Today the life style of people have become more complex due to the advancement of science 
and technology and the future will be more demanding. Recent education reforms were 
introduced from grade 1-13 considering the needs of the society. Primary cycle of education has 
been divided into three key stages and its curriculum was planned to develop five basic 
competencies; competencies relating to communication, environment, ethics and religion, play 
and leisure and learn to learn. Environment Related Activities (ERA) is a broad-based new 
subject, in which competencies can be developed through activities. The purpose of this study 
was to introduce interesting and enjoyable activities in ERA to develop competencies in 
students at key stage one.  
 
A preliminary study was carried out to find out the strengths and weaknesses in teaching 
ERA using classroom observation, questionnaire and interviews. ERA lessons of 13 primary 
teachers were observed and detailed field notes were made. By analyzing the data, it was 
found out that most of the teachers did not plan lessons considering the competencies to be 
developed through activities. In addition, they did not have a proper understanding of how 
to present activities. Lack of opportunities for children, passive participation of students and 
disorganized group work were found to be the weaknesses in most of the lessons. Based on 
the findings, some activities were developed and some were modified for all 16 ERA themes 
those observed earlier. Developed activities were planned to carry out using simple 
resources, which can be found out easily in schools. Those activities were tried out in three 
selected schools. Children enjoyed and actively participated the activities. Responses of the 
teachers towards suggested activities revealed that students are highly interested in learning 
through such activities. Therefore, it is necessary to update primary teachers knowledge and 
skills related to organize activities through properly planned seminars and workshops.  
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What relevant authorities can do for the survival of traditional jewellery craftsmen in the 
Kegalle district  
 
The district of Kegalle has been well known over a period of time for its traditional jewellery 
craft.At the beginning of the Kandyan period of the history of Sri Lanka, kings setup jewellery 
villages in Kegalle and people belonging to a particular caste engaged themselves in this 
craft.Their duty was to produce jewellery for the royalty.  
 
Due to prevalent situation the traditional craftsmanship is much in abeyance as this mode of 
craftsmanship is not in vouge.The objectives of this study was to understand the fundamental 
reasons underlying for their problems and to find necessary solutions and to present them to 
the relevant authorities for whatever necessary action. For this study 80 traditional jewellery 


