
with the owners, guides, gardeners, cooks and grading, sorting and packing personnel of the 
spice gardens. Observation method was also used to collect data.  
 
The main role of the spice gardens was found to be marketing of spice and herbal products. As 
the way of fulfilling of this objective, a number of interrelated activities take place. Refreshment 
followed by the sequential steps of plant demonstration, lecturing and product displaying to 
motivate clients and marketing of products. Explanations are given in relation to usage of 
plants, methods of preparation of their products and related agronomic practices. Marketing is 
the final and most important activity in a spice garden. Self-prepared, purchased, imported 
herbal products, perfumes or even synthetic products and spices are the variety of products 
available. Selling of medicinal products to address the most common ailments and application 
of medicinal balms are important promotional activities. Products are sold as they are or 
wrapped and packed attractively and sold by changing brand name to an easily remembered 
version. Except coffee, other spices are marketed either solely or blended form. However, 
quality of spices is poor. Spice gardens are run independently and state intervention to them is 
minimum. Most extension principles are incorporated in their functions. Target oriented 
extension, time management, utilization of different extension devices to motivate clients are 
few. It is also remarkable that marketing strategies such as offering refreshment and herbal 
therapy; presentation of products attractively in different packs and wrappings are effectively 
operating in the spice gardens. A detailed study on the extension and educational aspects 
would be beneficial as they can be applied in other form of extension activities.  
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An assessment of improved plucking baskets introduced to the tea industry of Sri Lanka  
 
Sri Lanka is the worlds’ largest supplier of black tea. As a beverage to compete with other 
multinationals, the quality of our tea has to be improved. The present trend of moving towards 
the poly sacks from the conventional cane baskets has contributed largely to the deterioration 
of the quality of made tea. Excessive heat generation, leaf damage caused by crushing in the 
hands and pressing hard in to the sacks seem to be the main causes of quality deterioration. 
Furthermore, carrying weight on head affects health. Therefore as a solution, innovators of the 
tea industry are trying to introduce new plucking baskets. This study was carried out to 
compare two of the promising new baskets (A and B), which have shoulder straps and wide 
open mouths, with the existing methods (cane basket and poly sack), to test whether there 
could be an improvement in the plucker productivity, the quality of the tea leaves and the 
working conditions of the pluckers.  
 
A suitable methodology was developed with the assistance of the Tea Research Institute. It 
consisted of a field experiment, a social survey and non-participant observation. A 
representative sample of six pluckers were selected and allowed to pluck three selected fields. 
Their behavior and attitudes in relation to the different baskets were tested. Pluckers responses 
were cross-checked and more details were obtained from the non-participant observation. 
Plucker productivity and leaf damage were tested by the measurements obtained from the field 
experiment. The two new types have shown a significant improvement in the working 
conditions of the pluckers when compared to the cane basket. The two new types when 
compared to the poly sack have significantly reduced the leaf damage. The plucker 
productivity too has increased significantly with the two new types of baskets over the poly 
sack. Based on the results, it is proved that the basket A and B can be introduced to the tea 
industry, with further improvements.  
 



Recommendations have been given for the A and B separately. Furthermore, to serve the 
expected purpose of introducing them, they should come with a different management 
package. The weighing system and the mode of transportation of leaves to the weighing 
shed need to be changed. It is strongly recommended to make the pluckers aware of the 
damage done in the hand and by pressing the leaves in to the baskets. By educating them on 
the adverse effects of carrying weight on heads, the shoulder strapping system could be 
encouraged.  
 
707 F 
 
Developing competencies through Environment Related Activities (ERA)  
 
Today the life style of people have become more complex due to the advancement of science 
and technology and the future will be more demanding. Recent education reforms were 
introduced from grade 1-13 considering the needs of the society. Primary cycle of education has 
been divided into three key stages and its curriculum was planned to develop five basic 
competencies; competencies relating to communication, environment, ethics and religion, play 
and leisure and learn to learn. Environment Related Activities (ERA) is a broad-based new 
subject, in which competencies can be developed through activities. The purpose of this study 
was to introduce interesting and enjoyable activities in ERA to develop competencies in 
students at key stage one.  
 
A preliminary study was carried out to find out the strengths and weaknesses in teaching 
ERA using classroom observation, questionnaire and interviews. ERA lessons of 13 primary 
teachers were observed and detailed field notes were made. By analyzing the data, it was 
found out that most of the teachers did not plan lessons considering the competencies to be 
developed through activities. In addition, they did not have a proper understanding of how 
to present activities. Lack of opportunities for children, passive participation of students and 
disorganized group work were found to be the weaknesses in most of the lessons. Based on 
the findings, some activities were developed and some were modified for all 16 ERA themes 
those observed earlier. Developed activities were planned to carry out using simple 
resources, which can be found out easily in schools. Those activities were tried out in three 
selected schools. Children enjoyed and actively participated the activities. Responses of the 
teachers towards suggested activities revealed that students are highly interested in learning 
through such activities. Therefore, it is necessary to update primary teachers knowledge and 
skills related to organize activities through properly planned seminars and workshops.  
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What relevant authorities can do for the survival of traditional jewellery craftsmen in the 
Kegalle district  
 
The district of Kegalle has been well known over a period of time for its traditional jewellery 
craft.At the beginning of the Kandyan period of the history of Sri Lanka, kings setup jewellery 
villages in Kegalle and people belonging to a particular caste engaged themselves in this 
craft.Their duty was to produce jewellery for the royalty.  
 
Due to prevalent situation the traditional craftsmanship is much in abeyance as this mode of 
craftsmanship is not in vouge.The objectives of this study was to understand the fundamental 
reasons underlying for their problems and to find necessary solutions and to present them to 
the relevant authorities for whatever necessary action. For this study 80 traditional jewellery 


