
development, population growth, increasing demands for food production, hydropower 
generation and adequate water for domestic, industrial and commercial use and sanitation 
services continue to put pressure on water resources significantly. As agriculture consumes 
more than 80 percent of the available water, there will be intense pressure to transfer water out 
of agriculture and to meet the needs of other sectors.  

 
Rice is a major staple food of Sri Lanka, which consumes a lot of water. Water for irrigation is 
essential for the security of food supplies. This also recognizes the importance of irrigation 
water for rural development, employment creation, and poverty alleviation other than food 
production. At national level the scarcity of water is not so serious, but difficulties are met in 
specific regions and catchment areas. The available water resources have been subjected to 
competing uses without concern to its equitable distribution among users. There is no 
incentive for conserving water although many are deprived of basic requirements of water 
shortages arose from climatic changes and inefficient systems adopted in water use, in the light 
of rising economic, social and environmental demands. Therefore, it is very important to 
introduce a better water allocation method and better decision making process for irrigated 
agriculture sector.  
 

An integrated approach is needed to reform water sector policies in Sri Lanka. An 
analytical framework was followed for the assessment of institutional setting and 
capacity building requirement for Integrated Water Resources Management. Assessing 
the experiences of the water resources management system in developed and developing 
countries, it has been found that the introduction of new concepts and tools of Integrated 
Water Resources Management are needed to improve capacity building in the water 
sector. These concepts and tools are to be introduced at river basin scale. Stakeholder 
participation at different levels of decision making and management, decision making at 
the lowest appropriate level, private sector participation, demand management and 
water sector reformed based on hydrological boundaries were identified as a solution to 
these described problems.  

 
346 C 
 
The community’s role in floodplain management  
 
Floodplains are lowland areas adjacent to lakes, wetlands and rivers that retain water during 
a flood. Of course the ability of the floodplain to carryout and store floodwater should be 
preserved and protected in order to protect human life and property from flood damage. 
Year in and year out flooding is the leading cause of property loss from natural disasters in 
Sri Lanka. Flooding is a natural phenomenon. Since times of settlement, little regard needs 
to be given to the purpose and function of floodplains. Homes, businesses and even whole 
communities have been built in floodplain areas. The development of these flood plains has 
resulted in continual and frequently, severe social and economical loss. Despite considerable 
expenditure on flood control works, annual damages due to flooding are continually on the 
rise. The community can participate with the government to identify the flood hazard areas. 
The community must ensure that the dumping of construction materials and methods used, 
to minimize the flooding. Floodplain management measures refer to an overall community 
program of corrective and preventive measures of reducing future flood damage.  

 
 
 
 


