
powder and gelatin as a stabilizer. Treatment 2 did not contain whey powder while treatment 3 
contained vegetable fat and whey powder. Treatment 4 included vegetable fat without whey 
powder. Treatment 5 developed earlier by a local manufacture had butter in the absence of 
whey powder. These were subjected to an inexperienced tasting panel 1 to evaluate 
organoleptic characters. Then the best treatment selected was compared with an imported 
product as a control using a tasting panel 2. The results of tasting panels were statistically 
analyzed by Friedman Rank Sum Test at 0.05 level of significance. Five treatments and the 
control were subjected to chemical analysis and the microbiological analysis was carried out 
only for the selected treatment.  
  
According to the tasting panel 1, treatment 1 was selected as the best. In tasting panel 2, there 
were no significant differences between the selected treatment and the control for the 
organoleptic characters except the spreadability. Results of the chemical and microbiological 
analysis of treatment 1 confirmed to the Sri Lanka Standards. It can be concluded that, a new 
PCS can be produced locally at a low cost possessing similar organoleptic characters of the 
imported product currently available in the market.  
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Identification of suitable intercrops for high density planting system of Banana (Musa spp.)  
 
Intercropping can be practiced with dense planting system of Banana to increase the 
profitability. This investigation was carried out with the objectives of obtaining an additional 
income from Banana cultivation during early developmental stages of Banana and to find out 
more suitable annual crops for intercropping of densely planted Banana cultivation. Banana 
variety Ambul and Kolikuttu were established with the spacing of 3x1 m and Radish, 
Kangkung, Maize, Groundnut were tested as intercrops with their recommended spacing.  
 Consumable yields of Radish, Kangkung, Maize and Groundnut were 8.7 t/ha, 4.5 t/ha, 4.1 
t/ha and 1.0 t/ha respectively. Groundnut and Maize produced biomass of 6.7 t/ha and 18.6 
t/ha respectively providing additional agronomic advantages. The highest total income 
(45,111.00 Rs/ha ) and the lowest unit profit (2.25 Rs/kg) were recorded for Kangkung and the 
lowest total income (14,853.00 Rs/ha) and the highest unit profit (6.75 Rs/kg) were recorded for 
Groundnut. Kangkung performed poor under the limited amount of water but the other crops 
performed better. Maize was completely free from diseases and pests while the other three 
intercrops were affected.  
  
LER values for Radish, kangkung, Maize and Groundnut were 1.43,1.27, 1.21,and 1.18 
respectively. Therefore Radish, Maize Groundnut can be identified as suitable short term crops 
for intercropping of densely planted Banana.  

 
184 B 

 
A preliminary study to assess the nutritive values of some browsing plants in Hambantota 
district  
 
Hambantota district is comprised of shrub jungles characterized to arid and semi-arid regions. 
The increasing population of goats use these shrub jungles as their feeding grounds. This study 
was done to identify the different types of plants eaten by goats and to determine the nutritive 
value of these plants. Gonnoruwa was selected for this study and the study was carried out 
from January to June 2001. Ten goat herds were followed while they were feeding to observe 
their preference over different plant species. Five goats at a time were observed by five people 


