
received training in reforms through in-service advisers. Group discussions, 
observations, and interviews were involved in collecting data. 
  
 
Researchers were able to identify specific problems faced by the teachers in lesson 
planning and implementation during the first phase. A gap was discovered between 
grade one curriculum objectives and its implementation. Effective involvement of 
children in play and activities, attention for differently able children, use of oral English 
and adding an aesthetic touch were some identified problems. 
 
During the second phase, researchers helped the teachers in lesson planning and to 
implement those plans while making them to reflect their own practices. They were also 
helped to adopt the teachers’ guide to their own classroom situations. Opportunities 
were made to meet the curriculum developers to clarify their problems further. 
 
Finally, teachers were able to prepare detailed and novel lesson plans and to implement 
them effectively. They were able to overcome most of their problems. Nevertheless there 
were instances where the teachers misinterpreted some science concepts and 
mismanaged activities. This shows the importance of guiding teachers continually. 
Hence, a mentor’s role should be introduced to the system. 
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Can we justify the use of raw marks for admission to Sri Lankan Universities? 
 
Standardization of GCE Al marks to prepare the common order merit list for selection to 
universities was abandoned in 1977. The raw marks continue to be used. Hence the 
objective of the research was to find the validity of the use of raw marks for university 
entry. 
 
Arts students have a wide choice to select all the AL subjects unlike science students. 
Commerce students have the option to select one subject. Hence the AL results in 1986-
87 and ten years later in 1996 of Arts/Commerce applicants and students selected were 
analyzed. In addition the results of AL 1997 under two syllabuses were compared. 
 
The most popular subjects in late 1980s and ten years later continue to be same. They 
were Sinhala, economics, Buddhist Civilization, Political Science and Geography. 
 
At AL 96, the five subjects with the high chance of selection were Arabic (58.6%), Islamic 
Civilization (52.1%), Islam (45.7%), Logic (32.9%) and Economics (32.5%). Ten years 
earlier the five subjects were Pali (59.4%), Buddhism (58.7%), Islam (37.8%), Islam 
Civilization (36.8%) and Buddhist Civilization (27.0%). 
 
Standardization of marks benefited the aggregate marks of science students who sat the 
new syllabus by 12-18 marks over those who sat old syllabus. Standardized marks in 
1996 were higher than raw marks for Economics, History and Political Science while low 
for Pali, Arabic and Islam. 
 



Raw marks had an advantage for one group or for different subjects. Hence the 
authorities should explore the standardization of AL marks since it is already used to 
prepare the merit list of medical graduates for their appointments. 
 
 
 
 
 
F 277 
 
A framework towards spiral theory for learning 
 
There are emerging views about whether the so-called scientific method is the only 
means for discovery of knowledge. In this sense, modern world is becoming very much 
interested in what is known as “alternative systems of knowledge”, leading to new 
paradigm about knowledge. We have been researching into Buddhist philosophy, which 
is a sufficiently unexplored source of knowledge in this context. In view of the current 
criticisms about quality of education, we have exploited Buddhism to device a 
framework for learning in general. Our study has been focused into what is known as 
seven-purifications (“sapthavisuddiya”) in the context of realization of the world. In our 
research work, we have conceptualized the above idea in to framework, which 
comprises a six-step-cycle of learning. One attribute of learning is kept at the center of 
circle and also connected to all the six attributes. The seven steps/attributes are 
identified as Discipline, concentration, Conceptualization, Realization, Application, 
Internalization and Validation. The validation is kept at the center while others are on the 
circle and connected in the order given. In practice, many students learn without giving 
consideration for discipline, realization, internalization and validation. Most students 
attempt to get some applications knowledge without realizing concepts. Sometimes lack 
of understanding in concepts reflects as inability to apply them as well. Thus we 
emphasis on the importance of internalization step in the framework suggested. Further, 
validation concept has great importance as this allows rectification of knowledge. In 
practice, the framework can be repeatedly used forming a spiral of evolving learning. 
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Development of a conceptual network for undergraduate level learning of 
agricultural extension 
 
Agricultural Extension subjects consist of abstract concepts, which are intangible and 
hence difficult to understand. Also concepts are learned separately under different 
subjects by undergraduates. Thus different subjects by undergraduates. Thus they have 
difficulties in learning concepts. The objective of this study was to develop a conceptual 
network, which would be a learning aid. 
 
This study was confined to agricultural education, agricultural extension, agricultural 
sociology, basic communication and rural sociology. The target groups were students 
majoring in agricultural extension and agricultural economics. During the need 
assessment 85%, 90% and 98% respectively indicated difficulties in understanding 


