
study shows that farmer company is the “glue” that holds “Social Capital” and 
“Conventional Capital Inputs” in the context of sustainable agriculture in Developing 
Countries. 
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Developments in harvesting and storage of rain water for domestic needs 
 
Water requirements for domestic purpose in Sri Lanka are met from various sources. It 
is common for users to go an alternate source when the supply from one source becomes 
insufficient or unsuitable. 
 
The objective of this study was to examine the extent to which rain water is utilized for 
domestic purpose and to observe the trends and future potential of rain water usage. 
Natural resources of potable water are dwindling progressive due to pollution through 
increasing human activity on the one hand and due to salinity prevalent in some areas, 
on the other. In view of this, attempts have been made to find alternate sources of water 
for domestic use. Many countries have recognized the use of rain water as one 
alternative despite its drawbacks. In Sri Lanka too there has been a tradition of rain 
water utilization for domestic purpose, although in a limited way.  
 
This study was carried out in the Madurankuliya area in Puttalam District. The area 
covered contained approximately 200 houses. Nearly all households resorted to one or 
more rain water harvesting methods indicated here. The common storage methods are : 
tanks at ground level, tanks partly below ground level, thanks supported on pillars, 
tanks on sun- shades, and natural and man made wells and ponds, and large containers.  
 
The harvesting methods commonly used are collection from the roof, collection from 
tress, use of large polythene sheets or other material in open spaces and the diversion of 
rain water on surface to storage ponds. 
 
The efficiency of these harvesting and storage methods varies, depending on the amount 
of rain fall, rate of evaporation, capacity of tanks and the usage of rain water. More 
attention should be given to improve efficiency of collecting and storage methods.  
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Study of the factors affecting the sustainable management of tea lands in the 
Sinharaja periphery 
 
A study was conducted on the factors affecting the productivity of the tea smallholdings 
in the Sinharaja peripheral villages. A total of 38 randomly selected samallholdings from 
three revealed that most of the representative villages was studied by using 
questionnaires and field assessments. The data revealed that most of the respondents 
studied did not face a serious problem related to labour and credit. Only 42% of the 
respondents had received information from TSHDA. There was a wide variation in the 



standard of cultural operations adopted by the farmers. The soil erosion level was 
considerably low and productivity in all the villages was higher than the national 
average. The recommended cultural practices, weeds, pests and diseases control 
measures, plucking, shade management, and fertilizer application were not practiced by 
significantly high proportion of respondents. The common pests and diseases that 
observed were shot hole bore blisters blight, wood rot, stem canker and lives wood 
termite. 40% of the tea plots were infested with termites, the most devastating pest in 
low country tea. 55.2% of respondents adopted improper methods of weeding such as 
the productivity of these lands. 
 
In order to maintain sustainable productivity there is an urgent need to provide 
technical advice and other supports by the extension agencies. The effort will not only 
assist the tea industry but help protect Sinharaja forest. 
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Children with hearing impairment in Sri Lanka with special reference to Kalutara 
district 
 
This study centres around an analysis of issues related to hearing impairment among 
children in Sri Lanka. Objectives were (1) To analyse the causes of hearing impairment, 
(2) To examine the problems encountered by school-age children with hearing 
impairment. 
Case study methodology was used to gather in-depth data on causes of hearing 
impairment. Ten cases included in the study were drawn from a sample of seventy three 
children in six special units for hearing impaired children in the educational zones, 
Kalutara, Horana and Matugama in the Kalutara district. Data was gathered from a 
range of sources-growth charts, progress reports, medical reports and interviews with 
mothers. 
 
Data on problems encountered by children with hearing impairment were gathered 
through in-depth case studies, interviews with teachers attached to special units in the 
sample and from two experienced teacher educators dealing with hearing impaired 
children. Further, records maintained by the Special Education Unit of the Ministry of 
Education, were perused. Following findings were made: 
 
Low birth weight of the child, mother experiencing emotional trauma during pregnancy, 
parents being genetic relations, childhood diseases affecting the brain and hereditary 
factors appear to be related causal factors of hearing impairment. 
 
In Sri Lanka, children with hearing impairment encounter problems related to speech, 
communication, perception, cognition and motions that have educational and social 
implications. These problems are compounded basically due to the lack of adequate 
services at national level to meet needs of these children. 
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