
The pattern of women’s involvement in economic activities both within the household 
and outside is conditioned by a set of inter-related structural factors. In this context, 
rapidly expanding informal sector in Sri Lanka has potential to generate income for 
rural women because, most informal sector activities. 
 
Data were collected by the means of survey, case studies and in-depth interviews in 
three main communities in Matale District. This study shows that women’s low 
participation in the rural informal activities is determined by (a) their ‘status group 
consciousness’ based on the caste, kindred (=pavula) and gentry (=pelantiya) which are 
considered as closed groups and status groups in rural Sinhala community and (b) type 
of their household, whether it is nuclear or extended. 
 The study showed that even if the informal sector activities are not directly related to 
traditional caste-based occupations, status group consciousness influence women’s 
decision in labour force participation. Furthermore, the participation is higher among 
women from nuclear families than from extended families. Finally, the study agues that 
whatever influences made by push factors and pull factors, the socio-cultural constraints 
determine rural women’s participation in wage work. 
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Supply Response Analysis in coconut production 
 
Estimation of supply response is obvious for agricultural price and income policy. The 
product price, and input costs are important in determining the level of production of a 
commodity. The objective of this study was to determine the supply response of 
coconuts against major influencing variables. 
 
The perennial crops provide challenges in estimating long term supply responses, with 
routine methods. The development of partial adjustment models solved many of the 
problems encountered in such studies, which is used in this study as well. This Present 
study examines the responsiveness of coconut production to changes in product prices, 
input prices and weather variables using time series data from 1970 to 2000. The 
biological nature of the crop identifies different time lags between dependent and 
independent variables. Therefore the econometric model was specified based on past 
research evidences as Yt = f (Pn t-1, Pf t-2, Fuse t-2, RF t-1, Y t-1, u i), where, Yt = total coconut 
production, Pf t-2, Fuse t-2, RF t-1, Y t-1, lagged variable of real prices of coconuts, coconut 
fertilizer, fertilizer use on coconut and rainfall. Y t-1 is the lagged dependent variable to 
represent all the previous adjustments to price changes and, random u i error. 
 
The estimated model provides good statistical insight with R2=0.905 and the coefficients 
consistent with economic theory. The coefficients for price and rainfall are significant at 
5% level while the coefficients for fertilizer price and fertilizer use were not significant. 
This may due to the fact, that only 25% of the growers are recorded to use fertilizer as 
input in coconut and this has no significant impact on total nut production. The 
elasticities for short run and long run (values in Parentheses) with respect to nut price, 
fertilizer price and fertilizer use were 0.19 (0.3),-0.04 (-0.06), and 0.09 (0.14) respectively. 
Elasticity of production for rainfall is 0.65. The results indicate that the coconut 
producers are less responsive to output prices both in short and long run. As well 
known, the rainfall has a remarkable contribution on total coconut production 



Therefore, policies regarding the changes in output price or variable input prices may 
have marginal impacts to boost the current coconut production in the short run, unless 
great changes are made.  
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Impact of irrigation development on food security: the case of inland fisheries in Sri 
Lanka 
 
Large-scale development of freshwater fisheries in Sri Lanka coincides with the post-
indent wave of irrigation development. Reservoirs are direct outcome of irrigation 
developments and fisheries programs mutually coexist in the environment. This study 
attempts to analyze the contribution of irrigation developments to inland fisheries by 
considering trends and pattern of spatial differences of freshwater fish consumption in 
Sri Lanka and relating them to trends of irrigation developments. 
 
Dada from Consumer Finances and Socioeconomic Survey of the Central Bank of Sri 
Lanka for 1981/82, 1986/1987 and 1996/1997 were used to construct indicators for 
different sample zones. Inter-zonal and inter-period comparisons were conducted to 
identify changing patterns of fish/meat consumption. Estimated population and district 
irrigation development indicators such as reservoir area, irrigated area and cropping 
intensity as a proxy to water availability were used to describe the trends in irrigation 
developments. 
 
Fish consumption in rural areas is higher in 1996/97 than in 1986/87. Freshwater fish 
contributes to 41% of all fish and 15% of animal based foods consumed by consumers in 
irrigation districts. They also incur substantially lesser expenses for fish than consumers 
in other zones indicating freshwater as an affordable and easily available protein source. 
This abundance and affordability of freshwater fish in irrigations areas coincides with 
irrigation development activities. There is a positive correlation between per capita fish 
availability and GDP. This indicates the further potential of increasing fish consumption 
in the as personal incomes rise. It can be concluded that irrigation developments in Sri 
Lanka have contributed to national food security by providing the essential 
infrastructure for freshwater fisheries. 
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A study on the impact of share tenancy on agricultural productivity in the rice sector 
 
The objective of this study was to examine the impact of share tenancy on use of 
agricultural inputs and land productivity. The nature of sharing arrangement for cost of 
production and returns may influence the level of inputs and thereby the level of 
productivity. Information required for the study was collected from a random sample of 
88 farmers from Walaweyaya, Megdagamyaya and Karawalyaya in Hambantota 
District. The multiple linear regression technique was adopted to ascertain the existing 
relationship between yield and 7 independent variables viz land tenure, extent, fertilizer 


