
 
Using Lasswell’s formula (1948) of content research this study identified the different 
categories and social roles given to women and counted and compared the frequencies a 
positive or a negative stereotype of women appeared. Analysis of sexism showed the 
number of times reference is mode to male and female characters indicating, that an 
inferior status was allocated to women in all three volumes. 
 
The study reemphasizes the need for content analysis of all genre of Sri Lankan folklore, 
since folklore, per se is supposed to influence, to inspire to from the mass conscience of a 
host of writers not only in print media, but also in electronic media. 
 
Any biased unrealistic negative representation of women should be re-examined with 
the help of modern scholarship on folktales its, exact nature, significance and function 
and the role in one’s culture since the tend to impose false role models of women in the 
minds of the public, belittling women. 
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Heroin use among female sex workers 
 
The paper contains descriptive primary data collected from the female ward of the 
Welikada Prison, Colombo. A non random sample of 19 heroin using female sex 
workers was interviewed face to face using a questionnaire for a survey on drug use 
among female drug offenders at the Welikada Prison during March 2000, which 
represented 12% of the inmates of the female ward. 
 
Nearly two-thirds (64%) of the sex workers were aged between31 and 40 years and 26% 
were between 26 and 30 years. Half of them (53%) were either cohabiting or separated 
16% of the sex workers were married, 5%   divorced. 21% were widowed. While seven 
(37%) of them had never been to school, 10% had completed G.C.E. (Ordinary Level). the 
majority of the sex workers (89%) had children. 
 
The heroin using sex workers were multiple drug users. In addition to heroin, they had 
used cigarettes (95%), alcohol (31%), cannabis (26%) and hashish (5%). They had also 
experimented with psychotropic drugs such as flunitrazapam, diazepam and barbitone. 
 
Nearly a third (37%) of sex workers had started on heroin below 20 years of age and 16% 
had started below 15 years. All of them were daily heroin chasers (Chinese method). 
However, 11% had experimented with intravenous drug use and discontinued it due to 
fear of contracting HIV. While 79% used between 4 and 6 packets of heroin, 21% used 
between 7 and 10 packets a day. A third (32%) had been treated for sexually transmitted 
diseases (STD) at the STD clinic in the Colombo Hospital. 
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Socio-cultural constraints to women's participation in the rural informal sector 
activities in Sri Lanka 
 



The pattern of women’s involvement in economic activities both within the household 
and outside is conditioned by a set of inter-related structural factors. In this context, 
rapidly expanding informal sector in Sri Lanka has potential to generate income for 
rural women because, most informal sector activities. 
 
Data were collected by the means of survey, case studies and in-depth interviews in 
three main communities in Matale District. This study shows that women’s low 
participation in the rural informal activities is determined by (a) their ‘status group 
consciousness’ based on the caste, kindred (=pavula) and gentry (=pelantiya) which are 
considered as closed groups and status groups in rural Sinhala community and (b) type 
of their household, whether it is nuclear or extended. 
 The study showed that even if the informal sector activities are not directly related to 
traditional caste-based occupations, status group consciousness influence women’s 
decision in labour force participation. Furthermore, the participation is higher among 
women from nuclear families than from extended families. Finally, the study agues that 
whatever influences made by push factors and pull factors, the socio-cultural constraints 
determine rural women’s participation in wage work. 
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Supply Response Analysis in coconut production 
 
Estimation of supply response is obvious for agricultural price and income policy. The 
product price, and input costs are important in determining the level of production of a 
commodity. The objective of this study was to determine the supply response of 
coconuts against major influencing variables. 
 
The perennial crops provide challenges in estimating long term supply responses, with 
routine methods. The development of partial adjustment models solved many of the 
problems encountered in such studies, which is used in this study as well. This Present 
study examines the responsiveness of coconut production to changes in product prices, 
input prices and weather variables using time series data from 1970 to 2000. The 
biological nature of the crop identifies different time lags between dependent and 
independent variables. Therefore the econometric model was specified based on past 
research evidences as Yt = f (Pn t-1, Pf t-2, Fuse t-2, RF t-1, Y t-1, u i), where, Yt = total coconut 
production, Pf t-2, Fuse t-2, RF t-1, Y t-1, lagged variable of real prices of coconuts, coconut 
fertilizer, fertilizer use on coconut and rainfall. Y t-1 is the lagged dependent variable to 
represent all the previous adjustments to price changes and, random u i error. 
 
The estimated model provides good statistical insight with R2=0.905 and the coefficients 
consistent with economic theory. The coefficients for price and rainfall are significant at 
5% level while the coefficients for fertilizer price and fertilizer use were not significant. 
This may due to the fact, that only 25% of the growers are recorded to use fertilizer as 
input in coconut and this has no significant impact on total nut production. The 
elasticities for short run and long run (values in Parentheses) with respect to nut price, 
fertilizer price and fertilizer use were 0.19 (0.3),-0.04 (-0.06), and 0.09 (0.14) respectively. 
Elasticity of production for rainfall is 0.65. The results indicate that the coconut 
producers are less responsive to output prices both in short and long run. As well 
known, the rainfall has a remarkable contribution on total coconut production 


