
 
Using Lasswell’s formula (1948) of content research this study identified the different 
categories and social roles given to women and counted and compared the frequencies a 
positive or a negative stereotype of women appeared. Analysis of sexism showed the 
number of times reference is mode to male and female characters indicating, that an 
inferior status was allocated to women in all three volumes. 
 
The study reemphasizes the need for content analysis of all genre of Sri Lankan folklore, 
since folklore, per se is supposed to influence, to inspire to from the mass conscience of a 
host of writers not only in print media, but also in electronic media. 
 
Any biased unrealistic negative representation of women should be re-examined with 
the help of modern scholarship on folktales its, exact nature, significance and function 
and the role in one’s culture since the tend to impose false role models of women in the 
minds of the public, belittling women. 
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Heroin use among female sex workers 
 
The paper contains descriptive primary data collected from the female ward of the 
Welikada Prison, Colombo. A non random sample of 19 heroin using female sex 
workers was interviewed face to face using a questionnaire for a survey on drug use 
among female drug offenders at the Welikada Prison during March 2000, which 
represented 12% of the inmates of the female ward. 
 
Nearly two-thirds (64%) of the sex workers were aged between31 and 40 years and 26% 
were between 26 and 30 years. Half of them (53%) were either cohabiting or separated 
16% of the sex workers were married, 5%   divorced. 21% were widowed. While seven 
(37%) of them had never been to school, 10% had completed G.C.E. (Ordinary Level). the 
majority of the sex workers (89%) had children. 
 
The heroin using sex workers were multiple drug users. In addition to heroin, they had 
used cigarettes (95%), alcohol (31%), cannabis (26%) and hashish (5%). They had also 
experimented with psychotropic drugs such as flunitrazapam, diazepam and barbitone. 
 
Nearly a third (37%) of sex workers had started on heroin below 20 years of age and 16% 
had started below 15 years. All of them were daily heroin chasers (Chinese method). 
However, 11% had experimented with intravenous drug use and discontinued it due to 
fear of contracting HIV. While 79% used between 4 and 6 packets of heroin, 21% used 
between 7 and 10 packets a day. A third (32%) had been treated for sexually transmitted 
diseases (STD) at the STD clinic in the Colombo Hospital. 
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Socio-cultural constraints to women's participation in the rural informal sector 
activities in Sri Lanka 
 


