
the local government authorities to find the best answers to all aspects of planning, 
decision-marking and operating the solid waste management activities. 
 
The Expert System model consists of several sub models; composting process and 
control pictorial database, site selection, technology selection, waste analysis reports, 
expertise information, Government rules and regulation on Solid Waste Management, 
Information Desk for researchers and Training tool. 
 
Being a developing country, it is not easy for every local government authority to access 
the expertise that is mostly available in the urban areas. This model will therefore play 
an important role in finding the best solution and providing information to NGOs, 
researchers, as well as information seekers in solid waste management hierarchy.  
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Development of an environmental suitability index for wall materials used in Sri 
Lanka 
 
This study seeks to develop an index which estimates the environmental suitability of 
selected wall materials. The wall materials studied are, brickwork with one-side cement: 
sand plastering, cement block-work without plastering, and “cabook” with one side 
cement: sand plastering. The environmental suitability is estimated in terms of 
embodied energy, life cycle cost and reusability. Calculations based on thee three 
parameters help to rank the materials according to their environmental suitability. 
 
Such as index will help professionals like architects to carry out their work with best 
consideration for environmental suitability in selecting wall materials. More research 
along these lines on other building materials is necessary to develop a comprehensive 
system of evaluating the   environmental suitability of Sri Lankan building products. 
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Groundwater levels related to irrigation water management in Suriyawewa 
 
Residents have dug shallow wells next canals on the left bank of the Uda Walawe 
irrigation system near the town of Suriyawewa, these wells are reported to fall dry 
between cropping seasons, which suggests that the grounder water in the wells is 
recharged by seepage from irrigation canals. Our study investigates whether this really 
the case. 
 
Along an unlined irrigation canal, water levels have been measured in shallow dug 
wells and piezometers, at least once a week during almost a year. In addition, water 
levels in canals as well as irrigation water releases have been monitored. 
 
Groundwater levels closely follow changes in canal water releases. When the canal is 
closed for a few days, groundwater levels drop rapidly too. Outside the growing season, 
when the canal is closed, groundwater tables drop further, sometimes below the bottom 



of the well. Residents have to look for alternative water sources in the inter-cropping 
season and often revert to surface water. 
 
A rehabilitation program is currently underway to concrete line the canal to reduce 
seepage and increase the canal conveyance efficiencies. If canals are proven to be the 
source for groundwater recharge, this rehabilitation will be highly effective from an 
irrigation point of view. For the residents however, other water uses may be more 
important, be it indirect from shallow wells, and the effects of canal lining may be 
undesirable to them. 
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The application of single layered concrete armour units in breakwater design 
 
Recent developments in concrete armour units been strongly influenced by the lessons 
learnt from a series of major breakwater failures which took place in the late seventies 
and the early eighties. It was widely accepted that breakwater designers have been 
engaged in excessive extrapolation without ecognizing the limets of the prevalent state 
of the art of breakwater design. Research on the design and construction of breakwaters 
has led to the development of new concepts and further examination of alternative 
design practices. One such alternative is the use of single layered concrete armored 
breakwaters. The results of detailed hydraulic model investigations (at scales of 1:20 and 
1:36) relating to the hydraulic performance of rubble mound breakwaters armoured 
with two types of single layered concrete units are presented. The investigations were 
designed to obtain a complete profile of the energy dissipation characteristics of the 
structures for a range of incident wave conditions. The results ae discussed in the 
context of the importance of the geometry of the armour units, the porosity and the 
permeability of the structures and their application in practice. 
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Artificial muscles based on conducting polymer polypyrrole 
 
Systems which are capable of converting electrical energy into mechanical energy can be 
defined as actuators, or more specifically in the case of softer materials, artificial muscles 
(AM). In this study we have characterized using deflection and force measurements. 
Fabrication of bilayer muscles was done on a strip of polyimide film. To get the electrical 
contacts, the polymer strip was coated with a gold layer. Deposition of PPy on the strip 
was done electrochemically using sodium dedeylbenzenesulfonate electrolyte. Defection 
measurements ere done by applying a potential in an electrochemical cell containing 
sodium perchlorate. To measure the force, the free end of the muscle was connected to a 
microbalance. Force variation with respect to the applied potential (-0.85 to 0.30 V) and 
the cyclic voltammogram were simultaneously recorded. Deflection measurements 
showed that during the oxidation of the PPy film, (lower potentials) deflection increased 
and at higher potentials deflection decreased. This increment may due to contraction of 
PPy film as a result of release of cations and the decrement due to expansion of the film 
as a result of insertion of anions. Force measurements on bilayer muscles showed that 




