
Postharvest technology of fruits and vegetables (PTFV), is aimed at maintaining quality 
and increasing shelf-life of commodity.  The principles are based on subject matter in the 
Advanced Level biology course; Biochemistry, Physiology, Microbiology Anatomy and 
Applied Biology. 
 
A study -pack was thought to be effective in introducing PTFV.  Such a pack would have 
several immediate advantages; acquire skills to follow written instructions, understand 
concepts learnt in class-room by their applications, understand importance of theoretical 
knowledge.  Educating the future consumer and stimulating ideas on future 
employment opportunities were also considered.  The study-pack included a students' 
guide, photo-album, booklet, an autio cassette and posters (3).  The photos were on 
common diseases and handling practices of fruits/vegetables.  The students' guide 
outlined basic concepts of PHT in 12 lessons followed by short questions and answers. 
Our day to day experience and technology used in developed countries were considered 
when preparing the lessons, activities and practicals.  They were related to A/L 
knowledge and could be carried out with inexpensive materials without technical help. 
The booklet contained information on standard handling practices of local produce and 
some useful addresses to get further information on specialized areas.  The audio-
cassette explained information on posters followed by quizes. 
 
The pack was tested on a sample (n=10) of year thirteen students.  The same test 
consisting of 37 questions (relevant to the A/L syllabus) was given before and after 
following the study pack.  Performance improved significantly   (p<0.0001) after 
following the study-pack. 95% confident interval for the difference of marks was 19 and 
10.8. 
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Economics of soil conservation: A case study for rainfed uplands farming in Dry Zone 
of Sri Lanka 
 
Soil erosion in its broadest sense is one of the major problems, highland farming in dry 
zone agricultural frontier is facing at this moment in Sri Lanka.  It depresses soil fertility 
and crop yield and leads to reduce income(s) of rainfed farmers in the Dry Zone as well 
as incomes in down-stream irrigation agriculture and hydropower generation via 
externalities. Meanwhile, many of the agroforestry programs designed to minimize the 
above problem have fallen short of expectations: often small farmers have not adopted 
recommended agroforestry practices or have abandoned them once the project(s) are 
terminated. 
 
An extent of household's participation in agroforestry is dependent on the expected 
levels and variations in the marginal profit to labour gained from such practices.  The 
aim of the study is to examine expected value of household's participation in 
agroforestry in a given locality using labour supply function of households. 
 
Many have pointed out that it is difficult to accept the view that the marginal 
productivity of labour (MPLa=0) is always near or equal to zero in subsistence 



agriculture in developing countries.  Several empirical studies suggest that the MPLa is 
greater than zero (MPLa>0). If this is true, then there will be positive opportunity costs 
due to a transfer of labour from on-farm/off farm to conservation since such a transfer 
will tend to reduce the level of on-farm output/or off- farm income. 
 
The study therefore, uses a labor supply framework for identifying factors contributing 
to participation of households in alley cropping a form of agroforestry within highland 
rainfed farming.  A case study was undertaken in Huruluwewa watershed area in the 
north Central Province, Sri Lanka.  The study provides empirical evidences to confirm 
the theoreticla framework. 
 
The model indicates that farmers with substantial off-farm employment and income 
tend to invest in soil conservation than those without.  The model identifies three 
important recommendatins:  at micro-level.  (a) farmers' objectives should be clearly 
understood so that agroforestry programmes can be designed with greater acceptance, 
(a) agroforestry programs should minimize expenditures that farmers would be willing 
to make on their own and (c) long term credit and banking facilities should be made 
available for agroforestry programmes. 
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Determinants of private saving in Sri Lanka 1970-1998 
 
This paper empirically examines the factors affecting private saving behaviour in Sri 
Lanka in the period 1970-98.  A broad set of determinants of private saving in an 
economy is available in theoretical literatue.The fiscal position of the government,GDP 
growth rate, real interest rate, per capita income, change in the terms of trade (TOT0, 
wealth, inflation and age structure (dependency ratio) of the population are most 
importance factors among then.  Although a number of empirical studies have been 
carried out under this topic, the relationship between private saving ratio and the factors 
underlined above have not been resolved conclusively.  An investigation of private 
saving/investment behaviour is therefore, important.  Table 1 gives the estimated 
results. 
 
Table 1 
Determinants of private saving in Sri Lanka 1970-98 
 
 
Variables  
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1.Government saving  -1.397 0.297 -0.425 -4.695 .0001 
2. Government investment 
expenditure  

-1.631 0.419 -0.324 -3.890 .0008 

3.Government current expenditure -0.483 0.305 -0.149 -1.591 .2335 
4. GDP growth  0.639 0.333 0.154 2.107 .0513 
5. Percentage change of TOT 0.043 0.037 0.091 1.157 .2643 
6. Current account GDP ratio  0.386 0.299 0.209 1.293 .2144 




