
research also investigates the relationship between organixational level attributes and 
the understanding of mangers' work perceptions, as well as seeking variation at the 
institutional level. 
 
The research uses quantitative data generated from field surveys of 382 Sri Lankan male 
and female managers.  The main research instrument was a questionnaire.  The data is 
stratified randomly, forming a sample of top, middle, and junior level managers.  These 
mangers belong to diverse Sri Lankan organisations in terms of size, ownership, and 
line(s) of business.  The findings illustrate that organisational level attributes have 
greater explanatory power in interpreting the work perceptions of male and female 
managers in Sri Lank than do the institutional factors.  Organisational policies and 
recommendations that can be derived from this finding are elaborated. 
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Environmental input-output framework to estimate the net national accounts for Sri 
Lanka 
 
Traditional System of National Accounting (SNA) has been criticized throughout the 
world for neglecting most environmental costs and benefits and merely relying on 
quantifiable monetary benefits.  A global voice that transcends the economists has now 
been raised to incorporate in the SNA computation not only the full economic value of 
the impact on the environmental resources caused directly or indirectly by all types of 
economic production processes but also the full economic value of all natural resources 
that exist within a national boundary. 
 
Economists with multidisciplinary interaction concerned with the environment have 
developed a range of techniques to overcome this criticism in way of upgrading the 
national accounts by reflecting the net national product more completely.  In this regard 
several studies and  strategies that sought to integrate the environmental component 
have been carried out internationally, though to a limited extent locally.  In this study 
some existing models and studies on green accounting are reviewed. Whatever the 
model used, the major problem is developing environmental extension into the 
traditional input-output model.  Therefore, an attempt is made to introduce a 
comprehensive model that incorporates the environmental aspects as columns (or rows) 
with matrices that correspond to the input-output table available for Sri Lanka. 
Furthermore it also seeks to classify the environmental aspects so as to capture non-
marketable values. 
 
The environmental input-out matrix thus developed consists of five major eco-systems 
as columns and 17 major eco-system functions as rows. 
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Determinants of academic performance of medical students in Sri Lankan universities 



 
In spite of the highly competitive admission policy to a medical faculty a substantial 
number fail university examinations and is unable to graduate with the batch.  Hence 
the research was aimed at finding the per-entry variables which affect academic 
performance in the university.  The Colombo university was selected as the oldest 
faculty and most of the students had entered with very high marks at the A Level 
examination.  The study was confined to the academic performance at the first and final 
examinations of 1989/90 and 1990/91 cohorts of students. 
 
Logistic regression analysis was used to identify the variables which predict academic 
performance in the university.  The categorical variables identified were used to group 
the students and compare the aggregate marks at A level and final examination among 
these groups using T-test for independent samples. 
 
Attempt is the most important factor which peredicts the academic performance at the 
second MBBS examination.  Students entered in their first attempt had scored high 
marks at the A Level examination and they did better than the repeaters at the first and 
final examinations. These students passed both university examinations too with classes.  
This suggests that it is not advisable to repeat the A Level examination to enter a 
medical faculty other than in exceptional cases where the studies during the first attempt 
were interrupted due to ill health, family problems etc. 
 
The results of the second examination is the most important factor which predicts 
academic performance at the final examination.  
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A micro-scale primary science intervention implemented in an in -formal community-
based setting 
 
Emphasis on primary science in the past years in Sri Lanka has increased and it is 
stressed that more innovative strategies on teaching science should be popularized to 
take science within the reach of all citizens. 
 
Objective of this study was to launch a series of teaching experiments based on 
constructivist teaching in a community base informal setting to enable learning science 
more effectively and enjoyably using low cost strategies which would in return enrich 
science learning in school and to give an understanding of learning science to parents to 
change their perceptions on science learning. 
 
A qualitative research study was designed to understand the changes in a group of 
subjects, namely primary school children of Y ear 4 and 5 who came from low-income 
families in a primary school in a sub urban area of Colombo and their parents.  Science 
sessions were conducted by the researcher after school twice a week for twelve weeks 
within the school premises. 
 




