
2. The Southern Development Authority of Sri Lanka which has been 
established by the Central Government. 

 
 
The study investigates 
 

1. Socio-economic background of this particular area. 
2. Objectives, power, and duties of both institutions 
3. Organization structure, planning and resources of both institution. 
4.  The Obstacles we meet when we try to achieve the said objections 

 
Weaknesses in SDA 

1. Acquisition of powers of Pcs. By the central government over riding the 
powers of the provincial council by the Act. 

2. Inability to provide investment to the SDA even though the priority was 
given to the target of large Scale projects. 

 
Finally  

1. The SDA more than to SPDA Capable of handling the regional 
development 

 
If there is devolution of power; should have central government Intervention or there 
must be a Specified time frame to the provincial Council an the Central government be 
work together. 
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A travel cost approach to value Bopath Ella: A recreational site in the Ratnapura 
district of Sri Lanka 
 
The Bopathella waterfall is one of the exquisite beautiful recreational sites in Sri Lanka. 
This is one of the loveliest of all waterfalls in the island and is still known only to a few, 
hidden away on a wild and lonely detour from one of the island's trunk routes.  
Economic aspects of the program play an important role in conservation and 
management of the recreational site. 
 
The study aims to value the Bopathella waterfall, which is located in Ratnapura District, 
off Kuruvita.  A pre- tested structured questionnaire was administrated to a sample of 
150 visitors.  Travel cost method was used to value the water fall and the weighted 
expenses for travelling to visit the waterfall was considered as a proxy for the price paid 
by the individual and the number of visits of a respondent was the proxy for the 
quantity demanded.  The regression procedure was used to estimate the demand curve 
and the   α and β estimates were used to draw the demand function for the Bopathella.  
Zonal travel cost method was applied with relevant to the following formula.  V1 
(number of visits made in a time period) =f TC (Travel Cost), X1 (factors determine 
individual visits).  Since there was no entrance fee to the site, total area under the 



demand curve was considered on the consumer surplus and the value for the society. 
According to the survey and analysis of travel cost results, recreation value of the 
Bopathella was estimated to 25 million rupees in 1988. 
 
Positive relationship was observed between education level and visitation rate.  This 
means more visits to Bopathella were made by educated.  Results show the negative 
relationship between the female visitors well as married. 
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Forecasting natural rubber (NR) production in Sri Lanka 
 
Natural Rubber (NR) is a traditional export commodity in Sri Lankan economy.  The Sri 
Lanka's share of NR exports account for nearly 1.82% of the world NR exports.  
Therefore, Sri Lanka has to act as a 'price taker' in the global context. However, it is 
important to study the behavior and future projections of NR production, which 
depends on various economic factors.  This information is useful to policy makers to 
explore the areas to be addressed to increase productivity. 
 
This study was carried out to identify the behavioral patterns in NR production; trend, 
seasonals and cycles and subsequently, to select the best technique to predict NR 
production.  Monthly NR production data for 19 years (1980-1998) were collected for the 
analysis. Time series statistical methods were used to isolate trend, seasonal and cyclic 
components.  Three forecasting approaches were employed, namely; trend fitting, 
decomposition and ARIMA approach. 
 
A declining trend was observed in NR production of 176.4 MT per year. The highest 
seasonal index was observed in  March (109.8) followed by December (104.8) and 
January (103.5). No distinct cycles were observed in the data series.  Trend fitting 
method gave the lowest Mean Absolute Percentage Error [MAPE] of 8.2, but the residual 
autocorrelations showed unaccounted seasonally for monthly data.  Hence, this method 
can be successfully used for annual predictions.  Decomposition and ARIMA methods 
gave MAPE values of 12.8 and 11.1 respectively, with non-significant residual auto-
correlations with random distribution.  Therefore, both these methods can be used to 
forecast monthly NR production with sufficient accuracy. 
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Excellence in management in Sri Lankan organizations: Cultural or organizational? A 
comparative analysis 
 
This research studies gender and organisations in Sri Lanka.  The research question 
addresses factors related to women and men's orientations to work.  The research 
question addresses the extent to which institutional factors, located in the broader 
societal context of Sri Lankan organixations, add explanatory power in analysis of the 
degree of job satisfaction and work perceptions.  While using Silverman's (1970) action 
frame fo reference and Goldthorpe et al.s (1968) orientations to work perspective, the 




