
greater the likelihood that he or she may be unemployed" This situation arises out of 
high rate of entry to the labour force on the one hand and the relatively sluggish 
expansion of the economy on the other.  An outcome of this situation has been the 
unemployment mismatch, which deals with an imbalance between the type 
unemployment mismatch, which deals with an imbalance between the type of work, 
people are willing and able to do and the available job opportunities. 
 
The objective of this study is to ascertain the extent to which employability and 
expectations affect job opportunities of educated youth.  This was be done by means of 
evaluating the preferred attributes students possess (vis a vis a job situation) and their 
expectations in terms of employment. 
 
A questionnaire survey was administered among a sample of sixty-eight students from 
the Faculties of Science Commerce and Management and Social Sciences of the 
University of Kelaniya to elicit information on those "preferred attributes" as seen by the 
private sector employers and the employment expectations of university 
undergraduates. 
 
The findings corroborated the view that there is a "mismatch" which enabled the 
employers to short list such applicants at the time of selection.  This discriminated 
against those undergraduates having predominantly rural backgrounds.  The situation 
was particularly unfavorable for female undergraduates and those students in the 
Faculty of Social Sciences. 
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Regional development in the midst of decentralization  
 
Due to the nature of the Top -down development that was prevalent in our society it is 
unfortunate that the desired results pertaining to development did not reach the rural 
areas especially after Sri Lanka gained Independence.  Thus the inter-regional gap has 
continued to increase. The decentralized budget has certainly succeeded in reducing the 
trend to some extent.  Yet the severe unemployment problem objects poverty and the 
unequal supply of basic human needs has had an adverse affect and arrested the 
progress in rural development.  In order to change this status Quo to there are many 
methods that could be adopted. 

1. The establishment of an independent authority to carry out the delegated 
Authority specifically defined by the Central government. 

2. Devolution of power to regional or provincial Government is of utmost 
importance. 

 
In Sri Lanka two such programs are being carried out in the southern province  
  

1. The Southern Province Development authority established by the 
southern Provincial Council. 



2. The Southern Development Authority of Sri Lanka which has been 
established by the Central Government. 

 
 
The study investigates 
 

1. Socio-economic background of this particular area. 
2. Objectives, power, and duties of both institutions 
3. Organization structure, planning and resources of both institution. 
4.  The Obstacles we meet when we try to achieve the said objections 

 
Weaknesses in SDA 

1. Acquisition of powers of Pcs. By the central government over riding the 
powers of the provincial council by the Act. 

2. Inability to provide investment to the SDA even though the priority was 
given to the target of large Scale projects. 

 
Finally  

1. The SDA more than to SPDA Capable of handling the regional 
development 

 
If there is devolution of power; should have central government Intervention or there 
must be a Specified time frame to the provincial Council an the Central government be 
work together. 
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A travel cost approach to value Bopath Ella: A recreational site in the Ratnapura 
district of Sri Lanka 
 
The Bopathella waterfall is one of the exquisite beautiful recreational sites in Sri Lanka. 
This is one of the loveliest of all waterfalls in the island and is still known only to a few, 
hidden away on a wild and lonely detour from one of the island's trunk routes.  
Economic aspects of the program play an important role in conservation and 
management of the recreational site. 
 
The study aims to value the Bopathella waterfall, which is located in Ratnapura District, 
off Kuruvita.  A pre- tested structured questionnaire was administrated to a sample of 
150 visitors.  Travel cost method was used to value the water fall and the weighted 
expenses for travelling to visit the waterfall was considered as a proxy for the price paid 
by the individual and the number of visits of a respondent was the proxy for the 
quantity demanded.  The regression procedure was used to estimate the demand curve 
and the   α and β estimates were used to draw the demand function for the Bopathella.  
Zonal travel cost method was applied with relevant to the following formula.  V1 
(number of visits made in a time period) =f TC (Travel Cost), X1 (factors determine 
individual visits).  Since there was no entrance fee to the site, total area under the 




