B 297
Effect of storage period on soaking time of paddy during parboiling.

Parboiling of paddy involves a number of processes, the first of which is the soaking of
paddy in hot or cold water. Many workers have observed differences in the soaking
time required for parboiling with aging of paddy. Experiments were conducted at the
Rice Processing Research & Development Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka to determine the
effect of period of storage on soaking time required for parboiling using two paddy
varieties commonly grown in Sir Lanka.

They were BG 300 (long white grain )and 450 (short white grain). The soaking time
required to hydrate the grains from 14 to 30% (wb) varied significantly with period of
storage for the two paddy varieties tested up to a storage period of twelve months. In
the long grain variety this significant difference in the soaking time was observed from
two weeks onwards. On the other hand, in the short grain variety a significant effect in
the soaking time was observed only after 2 months of storage. Determination of
optimum soaking time is important not only minimize leaching losses and improve the
grain quality but also reduce the overall processing time and thereby reduce processing
cost.

The non-linear model Y=axt was used to fit the experimental data. Where Y is the
duration of soaking in hours and X is the storage period in weeks. A, b were the
parameters estimated according to the equation, Y=70x-009%7, R-squared = 80.03 percent
and Y=26.688x009%7 , R-squared =80.03 percent and Y= 26.68x, R-squared =90.33 percent
can be proposed to Bg 300 and Bg 45 respectively which co-relation the period of storage
up to 48 weeks with the duration of soaking.
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	In a nutrient removal study of coconut palms, mature nuts were harvested monthly for one year from ten highly productive TxT variety (35 years old) coconut palms grown on a highly suitable (Madampe series) soil.  Each nut was partitioned into its com
	B240
	B241
	B 242
	B246


	B 256
	B 257
	B261
	B262
	
	
	Export Agriculture Crops (EACs) have become the most important minor agricultural commodity group in Sri Lanka in recent past.  The contribution of EACs to agricultural export earnings in 1998 was about 6% and the share has been consistently increasing
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