
primers (app. 200 polymorphic bands) is suggested for a much finer classification of the 
tea clones in Sri Lanka.  
 
 
B262 
 
Behavior of markets for export agriculture crops 
 
Export Agriculture Crops (EACs) have become the most important minor agricultural 
commodity group in Sri Lanka in recent past.  The contribution of EACs to agricultural 
export earnings in 1998 was about 6% and the share has been consistently increasing.  
Export markets for these crops are regionalized and specific markets exist for different 
commodities. The objective of this study was to identify the significance of different 
regional markets for export agriculture crops and to understand the behavior of such 
markets during 1989/99. 
 
 
 
Export Statistics of  Export Agriculture Crops published by the Sri Lanka Customs 
during 1989/99 were used for the analysis. 
 
Results showed that the South Asia, European Union (EU), Middle East and USA were 
major markets for Export Agriculture Crops. Around 30% of all EACs were traded in the 
South Asia and contributions by EU, Middle East and USA were around 25%, 14% and 
12% respectively.  Russia and Commonwealth Independent States were least important 
markets and the share to Africa was negligible during the study period. 
 
South Asia was the largest market for spices, except Cinnamon, followed by the EU, 
Middle East and USA.  Latin America has been the most significant market for 
Cinnamon with over 60 % of market share throughout the study period.  Despite the 
claims of the poor quality of Sir Lankan coffee Europe was the largest trading partner for 
coffee during 1989/99. Europe and USA were the major markets for essential oils with 
over 80% of market share and South Asia provided the largest market for betel and 
arecanuts.  Results showed a gradual decline of Middle East market for cloves, nutmeg 
and mace but increased participation of India in export market for those commodities. 
 
It can be concluded that the markets for Export Agriculture Crops are regionalized.  
Markets for some commodities have well established but others are changing with 
changing global economic environment. 
 
B264 
 
Impact of high density planting on pineapple (Ananas comosus) yield and fruit 
characteristics 
 
As an inter crop in coconut based cropping systems pineapple stand prominent with 
regard to its profitability and comparatively short pay back period.  Presently, over 80 



present of pineapple is grown in coconut triangle.  This is mainly in Gampaha and 
Kurunagela districts.  However, pineapple production cost in Sri Lanka is higher than 
the world averages due to number of reasons.  One of the main reasons is the lower 
plant density.  Thus, this study was carried out in WL3 agro ecological region, in 
Gampaha district under a mature coconut plantation to determine the possibility of 
increasing plant density and its impact on yield and fruit characteristics of Mauritius 
variety. 
 
Three plant densities, respectively 14,600 (3-single rows), 22,500 (one double and two 
single rows), and 35,000 (3-ouble rows) plants per coconut hectare were tested in 
randomized complete block design with eight replicates on red-yellow podzolic soils.  
M,anagement practices were followed according to the Agriculture Department 
recommendations. 
 
Flowering hormone was applied at 30-35 leaf stage and fruits were harvested at 
maturity.  Average fruit weight was different among treatments and it was respectively 
1.7, 1.5 and 1.3 kg per fruit with the increasing density.  Average maximum weight and 
average maximum girth were also significantly different and followed the same pattern.  
Total yield was significantly different among treatments and respective yields were 25, 
24 and 46 tones per hectare.  Though it interferes with management, 35,000 plant density 
can be recommended for coconut inter cropping as it produced acceptable size fruits for 
local as well as for foreign markets. 
 
 
B 265 
 
Field comparison of tissue cultured Banana (Musa spp.) plants with conventional 
suckers 
 
Owing to polyploidy and parthenocarpy all commercial banana cultivars do not set 
fertile seeds.  Thus, it is propagated vegetatively by using young suckers.  With the 
expansion of the cultivation, healthy planting material has always being in short supply. 
This has been aggravated by the rapid spread of virus diseases in major growing areas.  
Invitro culture can be an effectively used to produce virus free planting material in large 
numbers.  This study was carried out to examine how invitro-cultured plants perform in 
the field when compared with sukers. 
 
Tissue cultured plants and suckers of five-banana cultivars i.e., Ambul, William hybrid, 
Kolikuttu, Anamalu and Binkehel were field planted in IL, region in randomized 
complete block design with three replications.  Crop was managed according to the 
Agriculture Department recommendations. 
 
At 06 months after planting, pseudo stem girth and number of leaves per plant were  not 
different between tissue-cultured plants and suckers in those varieties.  Except ambul 
variety, pseudo stem height was also not different between the two types of planting 
material.  Total yield or fruit length between varieties or between tissue cultured plants 
and suckers were also not different.  However, variety ambul ends to show better 
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