
So, such attempts to interpret Buddhism as a science really destroy the core of 
Buddhism. Of course, reasoning techniques used in Buddhism are much broader than 
those used in science. In fact, the reasoning techniques used in Buddhism even go 
beyond the twofold deductive reasoning in mathematics, which is truth preserving, and 
postulates the idea of multi-valued logic as well. Buddhism should be considered as a 
discipline, which uses different reasoning techniques as appropriate rather than as a 
science. So comparison between science and Buddhism is misleading. 
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Essay type questions are used in most of the test papers in the GCE AL Examination. A 
fairly common practice in the use of essay questions is to give options to students to 
select questions. Despite the pervasiveness of this technique, however, most testing 
experts agree that such a procedure is not good testing practice. These warnings 
concerning the use of options on essay examinations usually center on the issues of 
content validity, reliability, and undesirable study habits. If, however it is necessary to 
allow a choice of questions, it is important to try to ensure that the questions are of equal 
difficulty and marked with equal severity. 
 
The purpose of this study is to investigate the extent of the use of optional questions in 
essay type papers in the AL Examination and check whether the questions are 
constructed in accordance to the testing principles mentioned above. These objectives 
were investigated through a study of test papers set for Economics in the GCE-AL 
Examination. It was revealed that the use of optional questions has caused inter-item 
variability in Economics papers. Questions with different cognitive abilities are included 
in sub-parts but most of the questions are constructed on the comprehension ability. If 
the difficulty of a question considers only on the facility index, considerable paper. 
Consequently giving options in such a case cannot have a serious effect on the fairness 
and the validity of the examination.  
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 The Entrance Examination of the Sri Lanka Law College has been changed with effect 
from the year 1999. The revised examination will consist of a two hour paper titled 
‘Background to the Law’ in place of the earlier two papers on General Knowledge & 
Intelligence and Language. The Model question paper given in the Course Book consists 
of two parts; 1, 45 multiple choice questions, part 11, 20 structured essay type questions. 
For purposes of this research and in keeping with its objectives the 45 MCQs in Part 1 of 
the Model Paper were analyzed as the examiners were keen to get feedback on the 
effectiveness of the MCQ items. 
 
The main purpose of this study was to appraise the effectiveness of the MCQ test items 
in order to provide a basis for increased skill in test construction. The model question 
paper was administered to a sample of 224 first year students. Facility indices and 
discriminative indices of items were used to assess the effectiveness. Of the 45 MCQ 
items of the used with slight revision. A percentage of the items (about 10) should be 
reconstructed, as they are too easy for a competitive examination.  
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