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A considerable share of cost of production in rice is attributable to expenses on chemical 
inputs. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) reduces adverse environmental effects 
caused by pesticides. Lower quantities of chemicals reduce cost of production by 
reducing cost of chemicals as well as that of applications. The objective of this stud was 
to understand the economics of rice production using IPM at the farm level.  
 
This study was carried out in a rice growing area in the dry zone of southern Sri Lanka. 
One hundred farmers selected at random participated in the study. Field investigations 
were conducted during 96/97 Maha season. Farm level gross income and cost of 
production in rice cultivation for IPM and non-IPM farmers were recorded separately. 
 
Rice yield reported by two groups of farmers did not show a significant difference. 
However, cost of production of IPM farmers was significantly lower than that of non-
IPM farmers. As a consequence the difference of average gross margin per hectare of 
rice, realized by an IPM farmer was Rs. 8000 higher than a non-IPM farmers was. 
 
A detailed analysis of costs revealed that IPM farmers incurred as per hectare chemical 
costs for insect-pest control only an average fifteen percent of that of non-IPM farmers. 
Average spraying frequency per season has reduced from three to one. This indicates 
that farmers who use IPM techniques are prudent to reduce insecticide use and still to 
maintain yields. 
 
The results indicate that IPM techniques lead to increase gross margins of rice 
production at the farm level. It is revealed that economic benefits of IPM at the farm 
level are derived from low expenditure on chemicals and labor. Thus dissemination of 
information on IPM techniques and its potential profitability will make more farmers to 
use it. Reduction of chemicals will have positive benefits on the environment and it will 
lead to saving of foreign exchange used on pesticide imports. 
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Sri Lanka people use traditional medicine for the promotion of health, prevention and 
treatment of illnesses even though the modern health system has rapidly influenced in 
Sri Lanka. Sri Lankans practice different methods of treatment for illnesses i.e. 
supplicating with ritual and supernatural powers, resorting to home remedies 
(traditional/modern), obtaining treatment from private practitioners 
(Ayurvedic/modern) and from institutions (Ayurvedic/modern). 
 
The objectives of this research were to find reasons for people choosing between 
Ayurvedic and modern medicine and to identify the usage of home remedies in these 
districts. In order to achieve the research objectives, three of 286 patients were 
interviewed in both traditional medical institutions (TMIs) and modern medical 
institutions (MMIs) in the districts. The data collection were carried out susing 
individual survey forms which comprised of open-ended questions and in –depth 
interviews which translated from Sinhala to English. 
 



The results show that 50% of patients used home remedies before seeking institutional 
treatment. Method of treatment selected by patients depended on several resons. The 
main reason why they selected TMIs was that they considered traditional treatment as 
the most suitable for those symptoms (20.0%). The other reasons why patients chose the 
present treatment was that the institutions were close to their home (14.4%) and they 
believe the doctor to be able to treat the symptoms (11.0%) 
 
Patients in the TMIs were more motivated to select it compare to those who were in 
MMIs. It was concluded those patients’ socio-demographic background, transportation, 
type of symptoms, and formal medical treatment influenced the selection and use of 
either traditional medicine or modern medicine. 
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Although, the government has tried to promote hazard-free use of pesticides through 
various measures, an increasing trend of indiscriminate use of pesticides in crop 
production is also evident. 
 
A study was carried out to understand marketing and application related activities of 
pesticides in rice farming in southern Sri Lanka. Sixty farmers selected at random and all 
traders engaged in pesticide trade in two villages of Hambantota District were 
interviewed using structured questionnaires.  
 
The study revealed that majority of farmers in the study area does not adopt optimum 
procedures in using pesticides. Proper transportation, recommended dosages and 
timing, and proper disposal methods. Were used only by about a one half of the farmers. 
Proper storage practices, using masks or gloves were adopted by less than a one fifth of 
farmers. However, the majority of the farmers used a special measuring cup and used 
wind direction as a precautionary measure. 
 
Traders did not oblige the compulsory licensing requirement. Some traders had 
followed the training course conducted by the Department of Agriculture. None of the 
traders followed proper storage procedures. Though animal feed was available with 
some traders, the majority sold pesticides with non-food items. 
 
Farmers depend mainly on their own experience when decisions on using pesticides are 
made. Extension agents’ role was meager in the system. Traders are also a source of 
advice to farmers. Traders’ recommendations were based on information from their 
client farmers. It is also noted that traders’ recommendations were biased. 
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Any agricultural activity depends mainly on the availability of land and water. As 
annual rainfall is decreasing, water is becoming a very limited resource in Monaragala 
District. This situation is likely to have adverse effects on future agricultural activities in 
the district. This study was designed to investigate the impact of water on future 
agricultural development activities in the district. 
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