
division due to assimilation with surrounding Tamil villages. In Eravurpattu division 
veddas are concentrated in Kaluwenkerny which is a near the sea. 
 
Koralaipatt east division reported the highest concentration of veddas. Their main 
occupations were agricultural laborer or seasonal fishing. This division is isolated from 
the rest of the area due to poor infrastructure and lack of politics. This physical and 
social isolation has been major cause for retaining the identity of veddas. 
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Landslides have become common natural disasters in Sri Lanka in terms of loss of lives 
and properties. The study of socio-cultural aspects of landslide-prone areas is important 
for assessment of risk at regional level. A study was conducted in Yatiyantota landslide 
area in Kegalle district with the objective to study the existing socioeconomic conditions 
of the communities, to ascertain their aims and aspirations, and to estimate the value of 
land and property in a landslide-prone area. Three categories of households (i) affected 
and yet to be rehabilitated/relocated (ii) not affected but living in high-risk areas, and 
(iii) relocated areas were interviewed using a structured questionnaire following a base 
map of the area. Dialogues with selected households and discussions with real estate 
traders and other relevant organizations were other research methods employed in the 
study. 
 
 Main reason for people to live in the area is its close proximity to main roads. Total 
value of land and properties are estimated at Rs 14 million. Labour force participation is 
about sixty six per cent. Male to female ratio is higher than the national average. 
Limitations in relocating the affected people to safe locations include inadequate 
employment opportunities and other essential services. People prefer to be within 5 km 
of the present location if they are relocated. 
 
It observed that the continued concentration of people into this area and their activities 
have had a direct relationship in inducing landslide in the area. The cumulative effects 
of these losses broadly threatened the economic and social life of the people who reside 
in Yatiyantota landslide area and will continue to be severe if total numbers of 
households are not relocated. 
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Fertillzer subsidy scheme in Sri Lanka in 1952 and continued until it was abolished in 
198. The scheme was restored in 1994. All major fertilizers were subsidized until 1997. 
At present the subsidy is give only for urea. Almost all the fertilizer requirement in Sri 
Lanka is imported. Urea accounts for more than a half of all imported fertilizer. 
 
Private sector dominates in the industry. Importers operate their own networks for 
distribution of fertilizer. Rate of subsidy is decided by the National Fertilizer Secretariat, 
the state agency responsible for implanting the subsidy program, after negotiations with 
importers. The purpose of this study was to examine the implications of fertilizer 
subsidy scheme on its three major stakeholders, traders, the government and farmers. 
 



The study indicates that as subsidy rates are determined according to the importers’ cost 
structure, a substantial amount of subsidy passes to traders through the process of price 
determination. Furthermore, margins of traders have in creased recently. Actual 
government expenditure for the fertilizer subsidy in recent years is more than Rs. 2.5 
billion. This exceeded the budgetary allocation of Rs 1.5 billion. Thus, despite the 
removal of subsidy in fertilizers other than urea, the government’s burden on fertilizer 
subsidy has not been eased substantially. 
  
The world market price and as a consequence the import prices of urea has reduced to a 
half of its previous value. The farm-gate price of urea has remained constant. The 
protection provided to farmers through the scheme is decreasing. Although national 
level figures show high levels of urea consumption, district level figures prove that its 
use is inadequate in some districts, this study concludes that as a lager share of benefits 
is passed on to the importers, urea subsidy has given little consolation to the farmer 
under the present situation. 
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Desiccated coconut (DC) is the main coconut based product in Sri Lanka. Desiccated 
coconut industry has thrived profitable for more than 100 years. Sri Lanka ranks as the 
second largest DC exporter in the world, providing approximately thirty per cent of the 
world demand. This study was designed to determine the constraints faced by the 
Desiccated Coconut industry at present. A survey was carried out in 30 DC mills in 
Gampaha and Puttalam, the main DC producing districts in Sri Lanka. 
 
Results indicate that the industry still maintains its profitability. However, production is 
substantially affected due to inadequate supply of fresh nuts. Shortages of fresh nuts 
lead almost all the factories to stop operations during slack months and to work below 
potential during the rest of the year. 
 
Fragmentation of coconut lands poor quality of existing lands and high domestic use of 
fresh nuts are main causes of scarcity of nuts. Shortage of skilled labour is also a 
constraint faced by the industry. Employees seek alternative employment opportunities, 
as the fluctuating demand of Labour by the industry is a disincentive for them to adhere 
to work in DC mills. Marketing of products in the world market is becoming 
increasingly difficult as competitive countries maintain their cost of production at a 
lower level. 
 
It is evident that all major constraints in the industry are related directly or indirectly 
with limited supply of fresh nuts. As increasing nut requirement for domestic 
consumption and lesser nut supply due to decreasing production, the present situation 
is likely to continue predicting that the future of DC industry in the country does not 
seem to be bright. 
 
National policies should be formulated to address the issue of limited nut supply to the 
DC industry in order to prevent this adverse situation to maintain the viability of the 
industry. 
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