
India. So far only two significantly different (chemically and morphologically) betel 
cultivars namely ‘malabulath’ and common betel were found in Sri Lanka though over 
twelve varieties and cultivars are described in literature. The major constituent of the 
essential oils of common betel is safrol but that of malabulath is unidentified. During the 
growth of leaves the essential oil content gradually decreased from 2.6% in young leaves 
to 1.4% in mature leaves. The amount of safrol, chavibetol acetate and allyl pyrocatechol 
diacetate gradually increased and the amount of β-phellandrene and eugenol decreased.  
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Chemical constituents of Lasianthus gardneri 
 
In a continuation of our studies on Rubiaceae plants endemic to Sri Lanka we have 
chemically investigated the methanol extract of Lasianthus gardneri (Thw) Hook.F., which 
is a shrub growing in montane forests of Sri Lanka.. 
 
Chromatographic separation of the n-butanol extract of the methanol extract of the stem 
of L. gardneri over silica gel followed by gradient elution with n-Hexane- 
dichlormethane-methanol yielded seven compounds. Five of them were identified as 
lupenone, lupeol, sitosterol, Ursolic acid, and stigmasterol glucoside. Identification of 
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