B-12
Investigations on effects of gravel layer of alfisols on sugarcane root distribution

Presence of a shallow gravely layer in Reddish Brown Earth soils (Alfisols) was thought
to impede root penetration in sugarcane. This study was conducted on well- drained
Atfisols to investigate the effect of gravel layer on root disbribution pattern of three
sugarcane varieties under the routine land preparation method and to observe the
improvements with sub-soiling under moisture stress conditions.

In the gravely layer, bulk density of 1.75 Mg/ m?3 and soil strength of 1079 kPa were
observed before the tillage operations. Sub-soiling decreased bulk density and soil
strength to 1.61 Mg/ m?® and 441 kPa, respectively while macro-porosity was
significantly increased. Under ploughing, over 70% of the roots were confined to the top
30 cm of soil in variety SLI 121, while it was about 60% for SL 8306 and Co 775.

Sub-soiling significantly increased the percentage roots below gravely layer in varieties
CO 775 and SLI 121. Gravely layer restricted root penetration which was highest in



variety SLI 121 and lowest in SL 8306. Therefore, under normal land preparation method
currently used, varieties SLI 121 and Co 775 could become susceptible to moisture stress
owing to the shallow root system. Sub-soiling of such soils will improve the root
penetration and distribution below the gravely layer and the land preparation method
presently used should be modified to include a suitable sub-soiling operation under
rain-fed conditions in Alfisol.



	B 01
	B 14
	B 27
	B 40
	B 53
	B 66
	B 79
	B 02
	B 15
	B 28
	B 41
	B 54
	B 67
	B 80
	B 03
	B 16
	B 29
	B 42
	B 55
	B 68
	B 81
	B 04
	B 17
	B 30
	B 43
	B 56
	B 69
	B 82
	B 05
	B 18
	B 31
	B 44
	B 57
	B 70
	B 83
	B 06
	B 19
	B 32
	B 45
	B 58
	B 71
	B 84
	B 07
	B 20
	B 33
	B 46
	B 59
	B 72
	B 85
	B 08
	B 21
	B 34
	B 47
	B 60
	B 73
	B 86
	B 09
	B 22
	B 35
	B 48
	B 61
	B 74
	B 10
	B 23
	B 36
	B 49
	B 62
	B 75
	B 11
	B 24
	B 37
	B 50
	B 63
	B 76
	B 12
	B 25
	B 38
	B 51
	B 64
	B 77
	B 13
	B 26
	B 39
	B 52
	B 65
	B 78
	B –18
	B – 20
	Value addition in peanut, Gingelly and Coconut

	B –23
	Pepper- Organic manure studies

	B – 24
	B – 25
	
	Development of HARD PAN in low- land rice fields of Polonnaruwa district


	B -27
	
	Seed production characteristics of weeds in crop and non-crop situations


	B – 28
	B – 29
	
	The effect of edaphic factors on yield of tea in Sri Lanka


	B – 30
	B – 31
	B – 32
	B – 33

	B – 34
	
	Phosphate and potassium status of agro-well water in the Anuradspura district


	B – 35
	B -36
	B – 37
	
	Development and testing of folding type Cage Wheels for four wheel tractor


	B – 38
	B – 39
	B – 40
	B – 41
	
	
	B – 42



	B – 43
	B – 44
	B – 45
	
	Susceptibility of local Banana cultivar "Kolikuttu" to Fusarium wilt


	B – 46
	B – 47
	B – 48
	B – 49
	
	Development of disposable containers by using plant leaves


	B – 50
	B – 51
	B – 52
	
	Induction of embryogenesis in Datura metel anthers


	B – 53
	B – 55
	B – 56
	B – 57
	
	Factors associated with the variability of chilli yields in the Mahaweli System 'H'


	B – 58
	B – 59
	
	Development of sausage type sandwich fillers using chicken meat and skin


	B – 60
	B – 61
	B – 62
	B – 63
	B – 64
	B – 65
	
	Nitrate ststus of agro- well water in the Anuradapura district


	B – 67
	
	Effect of applied N and K fertilizers on growth and yield of Cinnamomum verum Presl (Cinnamon)


	B – 68
	B – 69
	B – 70
	B – 72
	B – 73
	B – 74
	B – 76
	
	
	Selection of high oil yielding Citronella types with good quality and easy maintain



	B – 77
	B – 78
	
	Economics of seed paddy production in coastal belt of Ampara district


	B – 79
	
	Lithium as anon-radioactive tracer in maize - legume intercropping system


	B – 80
	
	
	Foliar nitrogen retranslocation in some major agroforestry species in Sri Lanka



	B – 81
	
	Effects of ambient temperature and evaporation on yield of tea in Sri Lanka


	B – 82
	
	Variation of soil degradation in tea lands and its impact on bush debilitation


	B – 84
	B – 85
	B – 86



