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Pineapple, Ananas comosus (L.) Meri. is a perennial monocarpic herb which belongs to the family
Bromeliaceae. Although many commercial varieties of pmeapple are known, only 2 varieties are cultivated
in Sri Lanka. They are Kew and Mauritius. The Kew variety produces large fruits mamly utilized for
* canning, while the Mauritius variety produces comparatively smaller fruits, suitable for the fresh market.
" Mauritius fruits are not good for processing cither as solids or juice, because of the low recovery (conical
shape) and low juice yields. Due to the high acidity and palc fruit colour of the Kew variety, there 1s no
demand for this varicty in the local ‘and export market. Therefore, it is necessary 1o produce a variety suitable
for consumption as fresh or processed product.

Therefore, the variety Mauritius was reciprocally crossed with the variety Kew, UNK-1 and UNK-2
introductions. 4 months afier pollination seeds were extracted. Seed setting was good and 85% of seed set
was observed. Seeds were treated with 80% H,SO, to facilitate germination. Sceds germinate i about 15
.. days after sowing and germination was 90%. 10 months after germination, scedlings were planted in the
field for evaluation. Out of all crosses, 2 selections were made from the UNK-01 x Mauritius cross for better
characteristics. Hybrids from such crosses had better characteristics than the parent Mauritus. Therefore,
hybrid breeding tool can be used to improve pineapple varieties in Sri Lanka.



