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Leaftwister disease is a major problem in onion growing arcas, especially in Kalpitiya peninsula. Isolation
and inoculation tests were carried out in order to identify the causal agents of the disease.

Leaves and bulbs of the discased plants were collected from the fields at Kalpitiya and cultured on PDA
medium at RARC, Makandura, {0 isolate the causal agents. These isolated cultures were used to inoculate
the onion variety”Vethalan" grown in clay pots filled with sterilized soil and kept in a shed. Pots were
divided into 3 sets; first set of plants were inoculated with Fusarium oxysporum £.sp. cepae, the second with
Colletotrichum gloeosporoides and the third without inoculation as control. Fusarium oxysporum Lsp.
cepae was isolated from diseased onion bulbs and Colletotrichum gloeosporoides from the leaves of
dieased onion plants.

Plants inoculated with Fusarium oxysporum fsp. cepae and Colletotrichum gloeosporoides showed
diseased symptoms while control plants were in good condition. Fusarium ozysporum f. sp. cepae and
Colletotrichum gloeosporoides were re-isolated from the inoculated plants.

This study showed that Leaf twister discasc could be caused either by Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. cepae or
Colletotrichum gloesporoides.



