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Strips of different replicated widths were cut within a 15 year old Pinus plantation in
July, 1991. Nine commercially important tree species were planted across and
adjacent to the strips, and in understory conditions. Over the course of one year,
mortality and height growth were monitored.

Species were grouped into plantings that evaluated their potential for restoration and
for production. In the restoration plantings the indigenous species (Mesua ferrea,
Shorea disticha, S. megistophylla, S. stipularis, S. trapezifolia) included those trees that



dominate the Mesu-Shorea forest type. Resuits showed all had lower mortality and
higher growth in locations that were not that of understory ‘conditions. Different -
species performed best in light regimes of particular strip w1dths

In the production planting, specnes tested were Caryota wurens, Dipterocaarpus
zeylanicus, Pericopsis mooniana, and Sweitenia macrophylla. Similar results were
found as compared to the restoration plantings.

Fmdmgs have direct relcvance to the construction of enrichment planting guidelines
in Pinus plantations for the lowland wet zone of Sn Lanka.
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