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" Two experiments were conducted to examine the response of body weight gain
(BWG) and feed conversion efficiency (FCE) to provision of supplemental light in
rabbits. ‘In experiment 1, 44 cight weeks old New Zealand White crossbred rabbits
were divided into 8 groups by age and body weight. Natural day light + 4 h
+ supplemental light was provided to 4 groups, whereas the other 4 groups were
exposed to natural day light only, for a period of 5 weeks. In experiment 2, 20 six
weeks old rabbits were individually subjected to one of the above treatments for a
period of 7 weeks. The results of both the experiments revealed significant (P)
improvement in BWG and FCE in rabbits in response to provision of 4 h
supplemental lighting, As the additional cost incurred in providing 4 h supplemental
light per day is less than Rs.1.00 per 100 rabbits, these results suggest that provision
of supplemental light is economical and can be used to improve the growth
performance and feed efficiency of growing rabbits.



