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The family ebenaceas is represented by 32 Digspyros species in Sri
Lanka and 21 are found to be endemic’. Some of them are of economic
and medicinal importance. Plants belonging to Ebenaceae are rich in
Naphthoquinones, but not much attention has been drawn into Sri Lankan

. Diogpyros in the recent past.

In this paper we report the results of pretiminary studies on Chemical
constituents of pDiospyros walkery, Q. lnsignis. 0. insignis var,
parvifolia and D, ferrea. Hexane and chloroform extractives of stem
bark of D, walkerl yielded ptumbagin, isoshinanolone, scopoletin,
umckatin, a rare mono hydroxy di-methoxy coumarin, and triterpenoids,
lupeol and betulin. The hexane extract of D, ingsignis yielded
plumbagin and lupecl amongst other constituents whose structure
elucidations are underway. Hexane extract of D. _insignis var.
parvifolia bark clearly indicated the absence of plumbagin but the
presence of lupeol, while the hexane extract of D. ferrea contained

lupeol and betulin.

The isolation of umckalin from D. walkeri bark constitutes the first
report of a trioxygenated coumarin from Digspyros species.
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