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FOUR SAPONINS FRON DIPLOCLISIA GLAUCESCENS

U.L.B. Jayasinghe and G.P. Wannigame
Dep;. of Chemistry, University of Peradeniya.

Diploclisia glaugescens (Menispermaceae) is a creeper growing in the

mid country regions of India and . Sri Lanka. The leaves of the plant

are reported to be used in the treatment of bilicusness and venereal -
diseases .

previous work led to the isolation of stepharine, serjanic acid,

phytolaccagenic acid, stigmasterol, ecd?sterone, a new monodesmosidic

saponin 3~0- -D-glucopyranosylphytotaccagenic acid, a new bidesmosidic
saponin 3,2 -di-g_-P-D—glucopyranosylphytolaccagenic acid and- vibo-

quercitol from the plant. ™

four more saponins 1,3,; and i_have now been isolated from the plant.

excluding the identity of the sugar at c-3, the structures of 1:3,2
and & have been estabiished (see table below). The sugar tsu) at ¢-3

appears as glucose on acid hydrolysis.
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only saponin 1 showed acceptable molluscicidal activity. Saponins EL
and ; showed weak activity, saponin i showed no activity.
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