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Fish embryos, larvae and fry that have no or vafy sparse pigmentation
are extremely sensitive to ultra-vioclet light and to the rays of
visible spectrum (Piper et al, 1982). Effect of light on mortality
and growth of fry of (Clarias gariepinug and Clarias anquitlaris
exposed to 12-hr period of Light were jinvestigated. Artificially
fertilized eggs were incubated in black coloured glass aquaria which
were itluminated from 6.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. with the help of
fiourescent tubes (20W). A group of eggs were incubated, away from
direct artificial or sunlight, as the control.

The percentage mqrtnlity of smbryos, tarvae and fry exposed to light
were significantly higher in both species (91.0-94.2%) than those not
exposed to light (10.2-15.2%). At the end of 18 days the fry not
subjected to light attained 11.8-12.3mm total length against 6.7-6.9mm
in the affected groups. Liver damage which caussd the swollen
abdomens of the affected fry could also be implicated in this high
mortality and poor growth rate. It is concluded that the artificially
incubated eggs, larvae and fry of the two species of Clarias should
not be exposed to bright light for better survival and growth.
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