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In Sri tanka, almost all Shorea species dominate the rain forest
canopy where they co-exist and are endemic to the ‘Island. However,
there appears to be very little hybridization among ‘them. This study
attempts to understand how the identity of each species is maintained
and to gain an insight into their breeding  biology.  The time,
duration ‘and frequency of flushing, flowering and fruiting and the
" degree of phenologicat synchronizati’on within and among species for 7
shoren spacies from 1988-1991 was examined ‘by visual observattons of
three crowns and corolls collections in a few selected trees.

‘ Poputmom of 5.»...&:».91.11.9.&1; S.congestifiora and S, _stipylaris

flushed continuous and synchronized among individusls within each
population. Thuc species flowered annuallv, batmon September to
‘June, commencing. with §. congestifiora and ending with §,
,:mmu;u_n. The. . remaining flowered sequentially during thase
months. Flowering at-the population tevel vnried batween 1-10 weeks.
1989 was the best ftomring year, :

In L_anngﬁ_\_fm fruit matured over 7-8 weaks, and in the rest
“between 5-7 weeks.. - Ripe fruits were dispersed betwsen May to
. December. . §,cordifolia, mem_ug and §.disticha, whose fruit

" are heavily predated fruited. together, enabling' some to escape and
ensuring their specios survival. These results while providing some
basic information for tree selection and forest menagement programmes
would also be useful for domestication and congservation of these
) specws.
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