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The pest incidences were studied on gherkin Avariety, Calipse) in 3

continuous cultivation under insecticide free conditions and in farmer '
fields from 1989 to 4991. The crop has a multiple pqs’t complex. The

important . spacies include rodents, insects and mites. The most

{mportant rodent pest is mole rat, m_\_g_q_;_!_mghﬂ!nﬂi (Rodantia:

Wuridee).. JThrips sp- }(T_hr}ipﬁgias)_, Aphis sp. (Aphididae) leaf eating

caterpiliars such as Diaphania indica Saund, (Py’ra‘lidae), Spodoptera
Litura F. (Noctuidaa), ghmmi;]_i sp. (Noctuidae) and Euproctis sep.

(Lymantriidael, Aulscophora africana and Raplidopalpa ~$PP.

(Chrysomel idae), Apomecyna SP- (Ccrabyqidaa); m_u_ghp_a. sppP.

(coccinellidae), Ferrisia sp. (Pseddococcidud),’ ASPANUODUS. SP-

(Pentatomidae), ; "F. (coreidae), ants;

solenopais geminata F (Formicidae), Diabrotica undecipynctata Mann.

(Crysomelidae), LeptQalossus sP. (Coreidae) and Bemigia sPP.

(Aleyrodidiae), ere the major {insect pasts while Istranychug sep.

(Tetrenychidae) are the most important mites. - Rodents mostly ‘damage
sesds before germination. Ihrips &P.. -Aphis spp., Lleaf eating

caterpitlars, adults of Raplidopaloa sPp.. Epilachna seP.. ferrisie
sp.. Tetrgnichus spp., Aspongopus sp. and Bemisis sp. infest the
leaves and tender shoots. The larvae of Raplidopalpd sPP. damage the
root system and underground stem while that of Apemecynd sp. bors the
vines. mhmis_n!mj.nmuamge the vines by girdling and making

nests at the plant base.



