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ACQUIRED INMUNOLOGICAL NON-RESPONSIVENESS TO PLASMODIUM VIVAX
ANTIGENS IS REVERSED BY RENOVAL OF COB+T CELLS
FRON PERIPHERAL BLOOD MONONUCLEAR CELLS.
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We have previously reported the 'T cell proiferative responses to
P.viyax antigens of individuals convalescing from an acute P.vivax-
infection was lowered by prolonged and continuous exposure to ‘the
disease. (1). :

le have subsequently examined the role of CD4+ and co8+ T cells in
mediating these responses in responder and non-responder individuals
from the endemic region, Depletion of CD8+, but not Cd4+, cells from
pEMCs of non-responders (by panning with CD8+ or CD4+ spacific
antibodies) led to a high significant increase in responses to GAM-1
{0=17) and PVZOG {n=2ij (P < 0.001). Depletion of CD8+ cells had no
significant effect on the responses of those individuals with
naturally high responses to either antigen GAM (n=12) or PV200 (n=B8).
Removal CD4+ cells on the other hand did not affect already low
responses to these 2 antigens in non-responders, but resulted in a
significant lowering of the responsiveness of responders (P<0.001),
Responses of the latter group were also abolished by the addition of
anti-human DR monoclonal antibody (n=5). Our results suggest that in
endemic malaria, CD8+ cells may play a role in mediating reduced
immune responsiveness to specific malarial antigens.
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