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The surface air temperature recorded at the Colombo Observatory:

during the 74-year period 1915-13988 was analeed. In order to

find any trends in the séries, the annual wvalues of the mean

surface air temperature anomalies were filtered using the nine-

weight Gaussian filter, which allows values to be calculated over|

the period 1919-1984.

The time series so obtained indicated (a) four distinct warming
phases from 1919-1925, 1934-1940, 1955-1967 and 1975-1980 and {(b)
two distinct cooling ©phases from 1925-1934 and 19461955,
Another cooling phase from 1980-1984 was also evident.

The mean monthly maximum temperatures and the mean monthly

minimum temperatures recorded during the above period were also
analysed to find the year-to-year variability.: This was found to

be greatest in January (maximum temperature) and February:
(minimum temperature) and least in August (for both maximum and|

minimum temperatures) .
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