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dxvesting and re~establishment of cassava can not Dbe done
imultaneously in most cassava growing areas especially in the
ryzone due to lack of water. Stakes of the previous crop
ndergo a period of storage under shade for a few weeks.
dariation of stem characteristics which are directly related to
etmiability of cassava were evaluated in this study. Newly
8leased non branching variety CARI 555 and a branching variety
Wagolla™ were wused. Water content of the stake decreases
apidly in non branching variety after a period of 20 days of
torage. Assuming that the germination rate started tQ decline
hdrply when water content fell below 55% - 60% (Leihné&r 1984),

e branching variety "Wagolla" shows better chances to survive
’xin§~the storage time. It remains 45% water content even 35
ays after harvest, while CARI 555 has only 25% which produces
ery low germinating rate. Therefore it can be concluded that,

%agella" has much adaptability to dry conditions as its stakes
rétain high moisture during storage.
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