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Over the last decades several attempts have been made to develop new
evolutionary perspectives using entropic or entropic like processes in
biology (Brookes and wiiey 1986) and in the social sciences (Boulding
1978, Faber & Proops 1983, Malaska 1986, Zelleny 1986, O'Connor 1985,
Clark & Juma 1989), Others have tried more ambitious overarching
attempts to combine the two fields (Eric Jantsch 1980, Laszlo 1987).

The present paper (an overview of a forthcoming monograph by the author
(Goonatilake 1990) posits that the bridging can be done using information
flows as a key variable on which entropic influences act, Informatjon,
flows down three channels, the genetic, the social - cultural and
increasingly the exosomatic - in man made artificial devices.




P 22 ' I : SECTION F

The paper describes how this information system interacts .with an exte:nal
environment. The three information flow systems are characterised by an
overall time directionality, self-organisation, conservation of past
information, creation of novelty; particular cognitions of the environment,
differentiation, speciation and integration; multilineerity in evolution;
smooth speciation as well as sudden disjunctures; coevclution between the
different information flows; differing flexibilities of the different
information flow lines vis-a-vis changes. in the environment: varying
reaction times to changes ‘in the environment and dlfferent survival times
of information in the dlfferent lines.
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