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}n our continuing interest in quinone-methide triterpenoids of -
Celastraceae, we have investigated the triterpenocid pigments of the
outer root bark of Salacia reticulata.l 1In this paper we report the
structure of a new quinone-methide isolated from the benzene extract.

The structure of this new quindne-methide triterpenoid was elucidated as
(1) based on its spectral data including two~dimensional hetero-nuclear
iy-13c shift correlated NMR spectra and nOe studies. This compound could
be perceived to be a probable biosynthetic precursor to iso-iquesterin(2).
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