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The Chernobyl nuclear accident in the USSR took place.on 26th April, 198s6.
Many countries in Europe received radicactive contamination due to the
release of radio isotopes like 1-131, Sr-90, Cs-137 and Cs-134 food mate-
rials harvested or produced after the accident started comming to Sri
Lanka in September 1986. The short half life of 1-131 (8.1 days) pre-
vented detecting any significant levels in the food after September 1986,
The radioactive contamination of food materials imported to Sri Lanka were
examined by gamma Spectrometry (HASL Manual, 1972) at the Radioisotope
Centre since September 1986, Results of samples tested during the period
September 1986 - September 1987 are presented here. The radioactive
contaminents found were only Cs-137 and Cs-134, having half lives of 30.1
and 2.1 years respectively. Out of 1089 samples examined duering the
period upto March 1987, 22 samples (2 %) contained these radio nuclides

in excess of 20 BG/Kg anc the contamination was always found in milk and
milk based products. .This 2 & invariably contained the short lived isctope
Cs-134 indicating recent contamination. The food items examined after
March 1987 did not contain these radionuclides above 10 Bg/Kg.
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