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In a study that lasted for fwo years, eight species of crabs and twelve -
species of prawns were identified from the seagrasses and mangrovegof the
Negombo Lagoon. Scylla serrata and Portunus pelagicus dominated the crabs
and Penaeus indicus and Metapenacus dobsoni dominated prawns. L :

P. indicus and Macrobrachium spp. were abundant in the mangroves while

Alpheus sp., M.moyebi and M. elegans were abundant in the seagrasses.
211 crabs listed occurred in higher densities in seagrasses than in the

mangroves except Thalamita crenata.

Somewhat similar to the observation of Samarakoon and Raphael (1972) in
the Négombo Lagoon the prawn catch in the mangroves and seagrasses was
high towards the end of south west monsoon in September. S.serrata
occurred throughout the year with a minor peak during this season.. P.
jagicus was abundant during the north east monsoon and showed a clear

seasonality as observed earlier {Punchihewa & Pinto 1987).

Seagrasses yielded a higher number and biomass of crustaceans than the
mangroves.. o S A o
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