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Aflatoxins have been found in nearly every food and feed products which can
be infected by two closely related AsEerglllus species A.flavus  and

pa arasiticus! Aflatox1n contamination is one of the factors that would
serlously hlnder the use of rubber seed o0il and meal for edible purposes.

Sterilized and nonsterilized rubber .seed Kernels, meal and oil were infected
by A.parasiticus. The fungal growth and toxin accumulatlon were studied.
The aflatoxins Bl, B2, Gl and G2 were detected. o

__Sterlllzed substrates infected by the fungus contalned greater amounts of
aflatoxins than those infected without previous sterilization. Fungal growth
was accelerated in crushed kernels than in whole kernels. . The rubber seed

oil was a poor substrate for the fungal growth. It was also observed that the
. prollferatlon of A. Parasiticus on rubber seed meal (r651dual oil .content 25%)
.was only p0351ble at moisture levels greater than 10%, In the preliminary
studies carried out, it was observed ‘that when aflatox1n contaminated kernels
were expelled by compression in ‘a hydraullc press at 100°C, approx1mately 80%
of the aflatoxin remalned in the meal.
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