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An increase in the Free Fatty Acid (¥FA) content during storage of rubber seed .
kernels may be attributed to lipase activity induced by endogenous or exo~—.
genous llpases or both. L . -

Three fungi namely Aspergillus sp., Penicillium sp. and Mucor sps isolated -
from stored rubber. seeds have shown lipolytic actlv1Ly.

‘The growth of Asperglllus SP., On rubber seed kernel was rapld compared to
‘Mucor_sp. at room temperature,

The FFA development in-rubber seed kernels 1noculated w1th Asperg;llus Sp
and stored for a period of 30 days increased markedly with 1ncreased moisture
levels. (5%, 10% 15%,20%, and 30¢).

No endo?enous lipase .activity was observed in‘rubber seed extracts using
“Api-2" ensyme kits, but the'presence,of esterase activity was indicated.

These results reveal that fungal infestation appears to be the maln source of
llpolytlc acthlLy in stored rubber seed. kernels. .
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