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Phe ‘red palm weevil is a seriodus pest of ‘coconut in Sri Lanka. Laboratory
culture of this weevil 'is us sually maintained on cut coconut’ petioles. However
it is difficult to obtain large quantities of coconut petloles continuously

for mass rcarlnq. Red weevil could bhe kept alive by feeding with sugarcane in
the laboratory. Therefore this study was uhdertaken to compare the ultablllty

of cut coconut petloles and uugarcane stem cuLtlngs as materlal for rearing the
red weevils,

A pair of newly energed male and female adult weevils were caged separately With
each rearing medium and there .were twenty replicates in each. Then- the number
of eggb laid, hatchability and longevity of wéevils were recorded.

!

There was a significant difference between’ the two Lr@atmcntg on the average no. of
eggs laid (P=0,001). The average number of the eggs per female reared -on sugar—
cane and on the coconut petioles were 251.6 ‘and 152 7 respectively. The oviposi-
ting period ‘of the females reared on sugarcane was longer, than the females

reared on cocanut petioles. Life span of the weevils was also s:gnlflcantly lon—
~ger in the adult reared on sugarcane (P=0.05). Therefore; sugarcane stem pieces
. ‘proved betLer than the cut coconut petioles for laboratory rearing of adult red
weevil, v



