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An Ultlsol from Gampola was packed in PVC leaching columns of helght of 90 cm.
.'The soil was 1n1tlally wetted and then treated with (NH4),SO to supply zZero
N, 266.7 mg N/column (120 kg N/ha) and 533.4 mg N/column (240 Kg N/ha). The
columns were leached with 150 ml djstilled water every second day for 45 days.
The leachates were analysed for NH4 and NO3.

NH4~N loss in leachates from all columns was similar and concentratlon of NH4-
~ declined rapidly to a low constant level ﬂowever NO3-N | in ‘leachates uxxeaxﬂ
as rate of (NH4)2SO4 was increased due to NH4 oxidation to NO3 the con-
. ‘centration of which increased up to the 12th day after which it decreased in
"all ‘leachates.

Total mineral N leached from columns treated with low and high level of
\ (NH4)2S04 were 29,20 and 35.00 mg respectively in 45 days. 21,45 mg of
‘mineral N was leached from columns treated with zero N. Therefore residual:
and mineralizable N was observed to be an important source of N leaching in
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this soil, The amount of N leached was less than 3% in fertilized treatments
allowing for N in the control treatment. Thus there was very little leachlng
lQSS of applied (NH4}ZSO4 from t!us soxl in 45 days.



