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COUMARINS FROM CITRUS HYSTRIX
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The family Rutaceae is a rich source of coumarins. This class of compounds
shows a wide range of biological activityl. Many of the activities have been
attributed to the benzofuran system and a well.defined structure activity
relationship is observed among furanocoumarins . Our search for biologically
active compounds from plant gources has resulted in the chemical investigation
of several Rutaceae species®. The present communication describes the
chemical constituents of the fruit peel of Citrus hystrix.

The unripe fruit peel of C.hystrix was extracted with hot acetone. The solvent
was evaporated and the ethyl acetate soluble portion when subjected to chromato-
graphic separation resulted in the isolation of the furanocoumarins, 5-[(3'-
Methyl- 2’,3’-dihydroxy-buty1) oxy- | -psoralen and 5- | (67 .77 -dihydroxy-3" ,77
-dimethyl-2" -octenyl) oxy-] ~psoralen.
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