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Some years back Sri Lanka gained prominence due to the variety of stone called
"geuda®, which was found to show a spectacular improvement in optical quality
on heat treatment. Geuda is the term used to describe a milky stone of basic-
ally the same composition as blue sapphire, but not of gemstone quality.

A large number of 'geuda' stones have been heated for varying time periods at
different temperatures ranging from 1200~ 1900°C, while being spectroscopically
examined at different stages of the heat treatment process. The data presented
in this paper clearly shows the optical changes occuring within different kinds
of 'geuda' stones during different stages of heat treatment. A significant
feature in the spectroscopic data is the gradual development of a broad abosrb-
ption band beyond 560nm. The cause of the blue cgiour in the h??s tretaed
Ygeuda' stones is thus identified as the (Fe, Ti) bi~particle .
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