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The number of fish species recorded in the Pagbilao mangroves was higher than
those of Canttal America and Australia but lower than Papua New Guinea. The
family ambassidae dominated the number of individuals but gobbiidae dominated
the number of species.

The Shannon-Weaver index (H') for this fish community varied from 1.05 = 2.9
throughout the study period of 18 months, Hence the ichthyofaunal diversity
in the mangroves was higher than salt marshes (Bubrahamanyan & Drake, 1973).
but lower than coral reefs (Gladfelter g al, 1980). For most parts of the
year, the diversity was influenced by evenness (J).

The overall species-abundance relationship in the taxocene fitted into the log-
normal distribution model compared to the broken stick model to which saltmarsh
tish community €itted (Subrahmanyan & Coultas, 1980). However after a typhoon
the taxocene fitted into the niche pre- emption model showing the reduction in
the number of rare species. There was some evidence on the resilience and per-
sistence of the community.
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