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The littoral benthic fauna of Puttalam Lagoon, Chilaw Lagoon, Negombo Lagoon
and Mundel Lake were studied for a period of one year, Puttalam Lagoon (25% -
55%) and Mundel Lake (3% - 55%) were hypersaline and Negombo Lagoon (6% - 36%)
and Chilaw Lagoon (5% - 48%) euryhaline for most parts of the year.

The number of benthic species decreased from the Puttalam Lagoon in the dry
zone to the Chilaw Lagoon in the intermediate zone via Munde) Lake. The increase
in the density of benthos in the Negombo Lagoon situated in the wet zone was
partly attributed to the wide variation in salinity at the two ends of the
lagoon. Amphipods dominated the Puttalam and Nego&tbo Lagoons and Mundel Lake,
but polychaetes dominated the Chilaw Lagoon. The abundance of amphipods and
polychaetes in the benthos of these coastal water bodies is a sharp contrast
with the insect larvae abundant in the benthos of the inland water bodies
(Fernando & Indrasena,, 1969).
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