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Nitrogen fertilizer is essential for good seedling growth of tobacco.
Although there is a standard fertilizer technique developed by the
Ceylon Tobacco Company, little research has been carried out on
optimal N fertilization of tobacco nurseries. ‘

This study presents the effect of two sources and four times of
nitrogen fertilizer application on tobacco variety 'Sathan'. Ammonium
sulphate and urea were the nitrogen sources. Phosphorus and potassium
were applied uniformly as a basal fertilizer.

The use of ammonium sulphate enhanced plant growth more than urea. The

single application of fertilizers at preplanting and 21 days after seeding
showed better growth of shoots and roots when compared with split applications.
The comparison of the application of nitrogen fertilizers prior to planting
with single applications at 21 and 42 days after planting showed that basal
applications induce better plant growth in tobacco. The results suggested
that ammonium sulphate applied as a basal fertilizer is the optimal

nitrogen fertilization practice in tobacco nurseries.
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