‘ Th1s study attempts ta analysn margxnalzty in the Burgher c@mmun1ty in Sri
Lanka and in Australia. It examines the interaction between the Burghers
and the dominant. camnunxties in Sri. Lanka. namely the Btltxsh who were a
colonial elite and the Sinhalese, It also dlscuSSES the reasons for Burgher
mxgratxon to Australi and the aecuituration of the Burghers to Australxan .
society. The analysi‘ is’ madn thhxn the theoretical framewark of marqinal
man » - . .

With British cclonzali at mmfot'Sr; Lanka, the Burghers were subcrdxnated ‘
and relegated- to an inter Y pcsitlon between the ruling elite and the
'xndigenous popul tion” ulted not only in thelr polxtxcal and

social margxnal t.

" nalization from
: dual marginalit

;gﬁﬂea%’y@@ulafion. What characterlzed. the Burgher E
in S8ri Lanka was their willingness to accept most of. the

o customs and tradittpns of the British culture, including ‘the English Language

but at the same time unegquivocally rejecting the Eastern culture of the. 1nd1
genous populat1on. Their acceptance of the British culture reduced their
tmarglnalit in relation to the colonlzers and . this worked to their advantage
~during British calenxal rule, With political independence however, the situ:

7 atien chanqed.‘ ‘Their Euré-ethnmeantrxcxty new became a handicap because the:

1”~ere Ldentified by the Sinhales‘ as part af the previous colanxal structures.

‘uwThe Burqher mlgration to Austra" may be saen as an attempt ta escape the
xmArglnalxty they faced in Srl Lanka, Howaver, cantrary to their expect‘ S
tions, the Bupghers found that they were marginal in the Australlan situa~.
" tionm, - Although the Burghers had strong European orientations, ‘many of -them
on emigration discovered that they were culturally marginal to mainstream-:
fAust:&lxan socxety.’ Considered in Sri Lanka as a Westernized people, they
were now consldered Eastern by the Australxans. The Burghers differed cul—
turally in some of their traditions and customs, including éiffereneés in
the food they consumed and more importantly in their formal and ‘info R
social interactions, Thus, they had merely exchanged one form of marg na .
lity for another. :




