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Reissantia .indica (syn.-Prlstlmerla indiéa,‘Hippocratea indica)tis a robust
climber growing-wild in Sri Lanka and South India. Previous chemical investi-
gations of R. indica have revealed the presence of pristimerin and dulgitol”.
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Chromatographic séparatign of the hexane extract of the root bark of R. indica
yielded 09 crystalline compounds. Four of these were identified as sitosterol,
- canophyllol, pristimerin and tingenone by direct compagrison with authentlc
samples. 'Extensive spectroscopic analysis of the fifth compound revealed ~ it
- to be D: B—friedo-olq?n—5~ene—3 B, 29-diol whlcq. has bign encountered only
once before in nature”, . Spectroscopic [400 MHz. “HINMR, C NMR,: IR:and" high
ﬁ,resolutlon MS}..data® -of the’ remaining - four compounds 1nd1cated them ~to be
.new dammarane trlterpenolds. Based on spectroscoplc ana1y31s two: of theseg
were 1dent1f1ed as (I) ‘and (2). Thls constitutes. the first- report of the
occurrence of dammarane type tr1terpen01ds in - plant of the famlly
'Celastraceae. ' - ‘
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