D69 ' FEEDING ECOLOGY OF THE ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET
PSITTACULA KRAMERI, IN POLONNARUWA

. Sarath W. Kotagama
Open University of Sri Lanka, Colombo

' G M Dunnet
Dept. of Zoology, University of Aberdeen,
Seotland

The natural food of Rose-ringed Parakeets has been descrlbedzby NUMSIOUS
authors as consisting of fruits, berries, seeds, buds and flowers®., “While, " )
wany others have reported them feed:Lng on economic crops such as wheat, mustand,
-maize, sisso seed, paddy, peas, and also the seasonalocmrremeafﬁuaa :
items in the stamach contents. T s

Information on the feeding of Parakeets.wss cbtained Yy £ield obsermtm
at Polonnaruwa Sanctuary, usmgthelmetransect method™, Records . of tha
food item were also noted. ‘ ,

The monthly valnes although showing cons:.demble variation were s:.mificant;
(f = 3.14, d.f. 11 60 p<g 0.01). The ‘feeding activities showed thxee clear
peaks; inMarch June, August andOctober—- Novexrber. : L

The feedmg pattem observed may be explamed by (a) ava:LlabiJ.ity of paddy‘
in the fields, (b) availability of food in the forest, (c) nutritive mqu.im'-
ments of the Parakaets or (4) a conbination of all these factors, :

PcoordinglythepeakinMaxdm ereandOctober-NoverrbermybedLeto
the non availability of paddy in the fields and/or the high nutritive require-
ment of breeding birds. The peak in August is suspected to be due to the
nutritive demand for moulting.

The low nunbers of Parakeets in the forests in 'Janua.ry February and Septerber

coincide with the availability of paddy in the fields. The general pattem

of feeding in the forest does not show any relationship to the availability

and abundance of natural foods.
"n'elbseardqug:am'evasﬁnbdbyﬁememtm/ﬂ/lo.
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